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On July 24, 2006, Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Cellco) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the extension of an existing wireless telecommunications tower located at 36 Ayer Road in Franklin, Connecticut.  On August 23, 2006, Council member Philip Ashton and Council staff member Robert Mercier met with Cellco representative Kenneth Baldwin at the site to review this petition. 
Cellco proposes to place a 30-foot extension on a 150-foot monopole owned by SBA, Inc.  The existing monopole was constructed in 2001 as a “spec” tower and has not accommodated any wireless provider to date.  The monopole and foundation were originally deigned and constructed to accommodate a 30-foot extension.  A fenced compound is located at the base of the tower.  Utilities are installed to the compound.  

Cellco proposes to install a 30-foot extension on the monopole.  Cellco would install 12 panel antennas at a centerline height of 177 feet above ground level.  The overall height of the facility would not exceed 180 feet with antennas.  The tower is structurally capable of supporting the extension.  No aircraft hazard lighting and/or marking of the tower would be required.

Cellco would install a 12-foot by 30-foot equipment shelter at the base of the tower.  The shelter would contain a back-up generator.  No expansion of the existing fenced compound would be required.  

The tower would provide continuous coverage to Route 32 in Franklin.  Any reduction in antenna height would result in a coverage gap on Route 32 between the existing site and an adjacent facility to the south.  
The site is located in a rural area.  Although the area immediately north of the tower site is residentially developed, heavy tree cover would obscure the facility.  The existing tower is visible from open areas approximately 0.75 to 1.9 miles southeast of the site.  The visibility impact of the extended tower to these areas would be minimal.    
