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Petition No. 776
Omnipoint Communications, Inc.   
Manchester, Connecticut

Staff Report

July 27, 2006
On July 19, 2006, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Daniel P. Lynch Jr. and Robert Mercier of Council staff met with Omnipoint Communications, Inc. (T-Mobile) representatives Erin Arcesi and Karina Fournier at 575 Hillstown Road in Manchester to review this petition.  T-Mobile proposes to construct a ten-foot extension on an existing wood laminate pole telecommunications facility and install ground equipment at the site.  T-Mobile is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed modifications.  

On July 8, 2003, the Council, in Petition No. 633, approved the construction of a 70-foot wood laminate pole facility at the site for use by AT&T Wireless PCS LLC (Cingular).  The pole is located in a generally open area in the center of a 23-acre parcel used for agriculture.  The pole supports three antennas mounted at a centerline height of 70 feet.  
T-Mobile would place a 10-foot metal extension on the existing wood pole.  T-Mobile would install three panels on metal brackets at a centerline height of 77 feet.  The overall height of the facility would be 80 feet.  No structural modifications of the pole would be necessary.  
T-Mobile would install three equipment cabinets within a 15-foot by 15-foot fenced enclosure adjacent to the pole.  The fenced enclosure would be separate from the existing Cingular fenced enclosure.  The existing farm drive would provide access to the site.  

The site would provide coverage to residential areas in southwest Manchester and Manchester Community College. 

The 23-acre parcel is zoned residential and is surrounded by residential development.  Existing bands of mature trees provide a visual screening of views from residential areas. A few trees, one fifty feet in height, are adjacent to the pole.  The tower would be visible from a short section of Hillstown Road and an abutting residence; however, the visual background from these vantage points consists of woodland.  

The City of Manchester and abutting property owners were notified by mail of the proposal.  No comment was received.    
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