Petition No. 773

Omnipoint/T-Mobile

8 Park Lane, Newtown, Connecticut

Staff Report

July 27, 2006
T-Mobile is seeking to add an 18-foot pipe mast extension to an existing 82-foot monopole tower located at 8 Park Lane in Newtown, Connecticut. The extension would support three flush-mounted antennas to be mounted at a centerline height of 97 feet. Each antenna would measure six feet by one foot. The overall height of the structure with extension and antennas would be 100 feet. 
For its ground equipment, T-Mobile would lease a 15-foot by 15-foot area approximately six feet west of the existing transmission pole. Within this area T-Mobile would install up to three equipment cabinets on two 10-foot by 5-foot concrete pads. The equipment area would be enclosed by a six-foot chain link fence topped with barbed wire.
Access to T-Mobile’s equipment compound would be via a gravel access drive from Park Lane that would be approximately 20 feet long by 10 feet wide. Utilities for the compound would be brought underground approximately 25 feet from the nearest pole on Park Lane.
Council member Gerry Heffernan and staff member David Martin conducted a field review of this project on July 6, 2006. They were joined by Attorney Gregory Piecuch representing T-Mobile.

The CL&P transmission pole is located in a residential neighborhood just west of Route 25 in Newtown on property owned by CL&P. Although the surrounding area is residential, CL&P’s right-of-way is effectively screened by thickly established, mature, deciduous trees growing at the edges of the right-of-way. There were few houses visible from Park Lane near the pole onto which the extension would be added. T-Mobile’s attorney stated that he had sent approximately 40 letters to property owners in the vicinity advising them of the pending petition. 

The owner of the residence across the street nearest to the pole to be extended was present at the field review. He asked a few questions about the project, but did not express any objections to T-Mobile’s proposal. He confirmed that he had received T-Mobile’s advisory letter.
From the proposed location, T-Mobile’s antennas would provide service to fill a significant, existing coverage gap on Route 25. Staff calculates that T-Mobile’s antennas would generate a power density at this site that would represent 4.77% of FCC’s maximum permissible exposure.
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