Petition No. 737
Opinion

Page 2


	PETITION NO. 737 - The Connecticut Light and Power Company petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed Manchester to Hopewell 115-kV Transmission Line Reconductor Project in the Towns of  Manchester and Glastonbury.
	}

}

}


	Connecticut

Siting

Council

September 14, 2006


Opinion
On September 13, 2005, The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P), petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the reconductoring of an existing 115-kV high voltage electric transmission line (Circuit #1767) between CL&P's Hopewell Substation, Glastonbury and the Manchester Substation, Manchester. The proposed project is the final component of the Middletown area reliability project.
The goal of this project is to tie existing 115-kV systems in the Middletown area together, which would make additional power resources available to supply the Middletown area, eliminate thermal and voltage reliability problems, and relieve transmission congestion. The upgrades would be in compliance with the Northeast Power Coordinating Council, Independent System Operator - New England and Northeast Utilities reliability and planning standards, and would be constructed in accordance with the National Electric Safety Code (NESC).
CL&P proposes to rebuild the existing 115-kV single circuit transmission line between the Hopewell and the Manchester Substations capable of supporting greater load.  The proposed transmission line would consist of three phases utilizing 1272-kcmil conductors.  CL&P would remove and replace 10 wood-pole H-frame structures in approximately the same location, modify six wood-pole H-frame structures with a Phaseraiser and convert insulators from suspension to strain at 15 structures.  Of the structures being replaced or modified the heights would change between 4.5 feet and 18 feet.  Heights of existing structures range from 43 feet to 159 feet above ground level (agl) with an average of 56 feet agl. Adjacent 345-kV transmission lines are supported by structures ranging from 65.5 feet to 175 feet agl. The proposed changes in the number and height of the new replacement structures including Phaseraisers are not significant and therefore are not sufficient reason to deny this petition.
At the hearing, a citizen was concerned about distribution lines being to low causing an obstruction to allow access to a driveway for emergency vehicles.  CL&P investigated and has offered to raise the transmission line conductors between structure numbers 9108 and 9109 to effect the raising of the distribution lines too, consistent with the NESC.  The Council will order that CL&P provide in a Development and Management (D&M) Plan the methods CL&P would use to raise the conductors and co-ordinate distribution line work in vicinity of a residence at 2016 New London Turnpike.  
The project would not require an expansion of the 6.8-mile long right-of-way.  Access to the transmission line would be along existing unimproved roads.  Some clearing would reestablish roads and clearing for lay down areas at structures being removed and replaced.  CL&P conducts vegetative maintenance on a four year cycle.  The Hopewell-Manchester transmission line corridor was last maintained in 2002.  Thus, vegetative management would also be done as part of the proposed project. 

The project would impact six minor watercourses and ten wetland areas.  While no permanent crossings or fill is proposed, construction impacts would include the installation of culverts, temporary bridges, temporary wood construction mats, and clean rock fill within the watercourse and wetland areas.  After construction is complete, all materials placed within watercourses/wetlands would be removed and any affected areas restored.  While CL&P stated it would contract an independent environmental inspector to oversee the environmental inspections, the Council will order CL&P hire an independent environmental inspector.
The project area contains habitat suitable for one state endangered species, timber rattlesnake, and two State species of special concern, the whip-poor-will and eastern box turtle. To reduce impacts CL&P proposes to conduct construction activities during a dormancy period of these species from November 1 to April 1. If construction activity is between April 1 and October 31, the Council shall order CL&P hire a herpetologist to inspect equipment left overnight on the ROW in timber rattlesnake habitat, hire an ornithologist to survey for the whip-poor-wills and survey eastern box turtle habitat prior to work commencing each day consistent with the Department of Environmental Protection recommendations. In addition, a vernal pool is within 100 feet of structure no. 9182 and CL&P shall establish a 50-foot buffer to the vernal pool by installing construction fencing to protect this resource. 
In addition to the improved reliability to the region, the proposed project would not change the magnetic field levels along the right of way. 
No effects on scenic and recreational resources, in addition to historic, architectural, or archeological resources listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places are expected. 

Based on the record in this proceeding, the Council finds that the environmental effects associated with the reconductoring project of the single circuit transmission line between the Hopewell and Manchester Substations, including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; public health and safety; and scenic, historic, and recreational values, are not significant and are not a sufficient reason to deny this petition.  Therefore, the Council will issue a declaratory ruling that the proposed project would not have substantial adverse environmental effect and would not require a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need.







G:petitions/737/opinion737.doc

G:petitions/737/opinion737.doc


