Petition No. 737
Decision
Page 2

	PETITION NO. 737 - The Connecticut Light and Power Company petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed Manchester to Hopewell 115-kV Transmission Line Reconductor Project in the Towns of  Manchester and Glastonbury.
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Decision
Pursuant to the foregoing Findings of Fact and Opinion, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) finds that the effects associated with the reconductoring of the existing 115-kV electric transmission line between the Hopewell Substation in Glastonbury and the Manchester Substation in Manchester would not have substantial adverse environmental effect and would not require a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need.

The facilities shall be constructed, operated, and maintained substantially as specified in the Council’s record in this matter, and is subject to the following conditions:

1.
CL&P shall not commence construction activities until securing Council approval of a Development & Management Plan, consistent with the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies Section 16-50j-60 through Section 16-50j-62 and which includes the following elements:

a. A detailed site plan showing the placement of the access roads, structure foundations, equipment and material staging areas; 


b.
An erosion and sediment control plan, consistent with the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control as amended;


c.
Provisions for crossing inland wetland and watercourses;  

d. 
Establish a 50-foot buffer to the vernal pool by installing construction fencing to protect this resource

e.
Vegetative clearing plan;

f.
A wetland restoration plan; and

g.
Invasive species management plan.

2.
CL&P shall raise the transmission line conductors between structure numbers 9108 and 9109 and co-ordinate distribution line work in vicinity of a residence at 2016 New London Turnpike, Glastonbury. 

3.
CL&P shall hire a herpetologist to inspect equipment left overnight on the ROW in timber rattlesnake habitat; hire an ornithologist to survey for the whip-poor-wills and survey eastern box turtle habitat prior to work commencing each day, consistent with the Department of Environmental Protection recommendations, if construction activity is between April 1 and October 31. 
4. CL&P shall hire an independent environmental consultant, subject to Council approval, to monitor and report on the proposed reconductoring project. 
5. CL&P shall comply with all future electric and magnetic field standards promulgated by State or federal regulatory agencies.  Upon the establishment of any new standards, the facilities granted in this Decision shall be brought into compliance with such standards.
6. Unless otherwise approved by the Council, this Decision shall be void if all construction authorized herein is not completed within two years of the effective date of the Decision, or within two years after all appeals to this Decision have been resolved.

By this Decision, the Council disposes of the legal rights, duties, and privileges of each party named or admitted to the proceeding in accordance with Section 16-50j-17 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies. 

The parties and intervenors to this proceeding are:

	APPLICANT
The Connecticut Light and Power Company
	 Robert Golden

 Carmody & Torrance LLP

 P.O. Box 1110

 50 Leavenworth Street

 Waterbury, CT  06721-1110
 Raymond L. Gagnon
 Project Manager

 Northeast Utilities Service Company

 P.O. Box 270

 Hartford, CT  06141-0270
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