Petition 506

Staff Report

April 26, 2001

Page 2


Petition No. 736

Omnipoint Communications Inc.  

126 Ledge Road, Darien, Connecticut

Staff Report

September 28, 2005 
On September 23, 2005 Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Dr. Barbara Bell with Robert Mercier of Council staff met Omnipoint Communications, Inc. (T-Mobile) representatives at 126 Ledge Road in Darien for a field review of this petition.  T-Mobile is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for a 17-foot extension of an existing 100-foot monopole at the site.  
The Council approved the existing 100-foot tower on December 30, 1992 in Docket No. 155.  The original approval allowed for the placement of two 15-foot whip antennas at the top of the tower.  Currently, the tower supports a Verizon platform at the 98-foot level, a Cingular platform at approximately the 90-foot level, a Nextel platform at approximately the 80-foot level, and three Sprint antennas at approximately the 70-foot level.       
T-Mobile proposes to install a 17-foot extension on the existing 100-foot monopole owned by Crown Castle International and located at the Darien Transfer Station.  T-Mobile proposes to install three flush mounted antennas at a centerline height of 110 feet above ground level.  T-Mobile would install three equipment cabinets within the existing compound.  The top of the tower extension would be designed to support an additional carrier.  
The site would interact with sites to the east and west to provide seamless coverage to Interstate 95 between exits 10 & 11 and the surrounding area including Route 1.    
The cumulative worst-case radio frequency power density level at the base of the tower during operation of the all antennas would be 42.2% of the standard for Maximum Permissible Exposure as adopted by the FCC.

The tower is located in the southeast corner of a 17-acre parcel used as the town transfer station.  The tower is approximately 60 feet from Ledge Road and 1,000 feet west of Route 1.  The surrounding area is commercial and residential. Interstate 95 is adjacent to Ledge Road.  Mature vegetation surrounds the site except along Ledge Road.  No residences are visible from the site.   
T-Mobile contends that the proposed modification of the structure would not cause a substantial adverse environmental impact and would prevent the construction of a new tower in the area. 
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