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June 8, 2005
Sprint seeks a determination that no Certificate is needed to install a pipe mast assembly that will extend approximately ten feet above the top of an existing 132-foot lattice tower located at 197 South Street in Vernon.

Council member Dan Lynch and staff person David Martin conducted a field review of this petition on May 18, 2005. They were met by Wendell Davis, a lawyer representing Sprint in this matter.

The existing tower was originally approved as Docket 58A in 1987. It is located at the site of a water tank on a small hill north of Route 30 (Hartford Turnpike). Sprint would install three flush mounted antennas on the proposed pipe mast assembly. Sprint’s equipment cabinets would be installed near the base of the tower. 
The area around the tower site is predominantly single residential, although there are a few multi-family complexes at the intersection of South Street and Vernon Avenue just to the east of the site. During the foliage season, no residences were visible from the site compound. The tower is visible, however, from various vantage points in the surrounding neighborhoods. The addition of the pipe mast extensions should have a minor impact upon the visible presence of the tower given that such extensions have a small profile.
Sprint originally submitted a power density calculation that indicated the combined power density of the existing and proposed antennas would exceed the maximum permissible emission standard. Sprint has since submitted a revised calculation that indicates the combined power density would represent approximately 52% of the MPE. This figure agrees with the calculations on file in the Council’s records.
The modifications proposed by Sprint should not create any significant adverse environmental impacts.
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View of tower from South Street
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