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New Cingular Wireless LLC (Cingular) is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for a proposed light pole facility in the City of New Britain on the basis that the light pole is not within the Council’s jurisdiction.  

Cingular intends to replace a 60-foot light pole with a 110-foot light pole at a ball field in Chesley Park, a municipal park on Wildwood Avenue in New Britain.   The existing light pole is one of 14 in the park.  

 The proposed light pole would contain stadium lights at the 60-foot level and Cingular’s antennas at the 110-foot level.  A fenced compound containing an equipment shelter and ball field scoreboard would be located at the base of the light pole.  
The City of New Britain approved the project during a public hearing on August 11, 2004.  The City of New Britain would own the proposed light pole.  
Cingular asserts the proposed light pole is not within the Council’s jurisdiction since the light pole is an existing use and does not constitute a telecommunications tower.  Furthermore, if the Council rules that the light pole is a telecommunications tower, Cingular asserts it would be a municipal tower since it would be owned by the city, located on city owned property, and would be available to the city for future communication use.  
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