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On September 2, 2004, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Southwestern Bell Mobile Systems, LLC d/b/a Cingular Wireless (SBMS) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required modify an existing Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) transmission structure at 190 Olcott Street, Manchester. 

Specifically, SBMS seeks to install six panel antennas and 12 tower top amplifiers at the 165 foot level of an existing CL&P lattice transmission structure.  The structure, #20003, is 155 feet tall and the antennas would be attached to a mast which would extend above the top of the structure.  The total height with appurtenances would be 167’1”.  SBMS also seeks to install a 12’ x 20’ prefabricated concrete equipment building near the base of the structure.  There is an existing gravel drive located adjacent to a CL&P substation.  The drive would be extended 90 feet, plus a 20 foot turnaround, to provide access to the proposed equipment building.


The proposed site is on a CL&P utility corridor in an Industrial zone.  Adjacent land uses include a manufacturing plant to the east, a CL&P substation to the southwest, and the Town of Manchester landfill, public works department, and sewage treatment plant to the west.  The nearest residence is approximately 500 feet away.  Also, a high school is about 500 feet away.  The incremental visual impact is not expected to be significant given that the structure already exists.  Furthermore, a walking trail is adjacent to the site, but the site plan has been modified by SBMS such that the trail would not be disturbed.  The maximum power density at the base of the structure would be 2.46% of the maximum permissible exposure.

The proposed facility would be located in a 500-year floodplain and would impact approximately 1,000 square feet of previously-disturbed wetlands.  SBMS has prepared a wetlands restoration and enhancement plan.  Further, the equipment building would be located on piers due to its location in a floodplain.  The equipment building floor would be located approximately three feet above ground level to minimize the risk of equipment damage in the event of a flood.
At the request of the applicant, this site was informally field reviewed by Phil Ashton and Mike Perrone prior to the filing of the application in order to investigate the feasibility of constructing on wetlands.  The site was found to be already disturbed due to the location of the transmission structure and substation.  A formally noticed field review is scheduled for Monday, September 13, 2004.  The results of that field review were reported at the September 14, 2004 Council meeting.   


