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On May 24, 2004, Verizon submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required to modify an electric transmission structure to accommodate wireless antennas.  

The existing transmission structure is a 130-foot tall metal pole to which Verizon would mount a 10-foot tall pipe mast extension. Verizon would then install twelve panel antennas (PCS) on the pipe mast at a centerline of 140 feet. Verizon would also erect a 12-foot by 30-foot equipment shelter near the base of the transmission tower. The coaxial cables for the antennas would run underground from the equipment shelter to the transmission tower.

The transmission tower is located near the end of a residential cul-de-sac. It is surrounded by mature, deciduous trees that will effectively minimize any potential visual impact on the nearest neighbors. There is one home that could be expected to have a view of this facility.
Council member Ed Wilensky and staff member David Martin met at the site with Joey Lee Miranda, of Robinson & Cole, who was representing Verizon. The owner of the nearest home was also present and did not express any concerns about the proposal.

In this location, Verizon’s antennas would be providing service along Route 7. Staff calculates that, at the worst case scenario, the RF emissions of Verizon’s antennas would represent approximately 1.10% of the Maximum Permissible Exposure. 
Sprint antennas are mounted at the top of the next transmission structure to the south of the tower Verizon proposes to use.

