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Petition No. 674

Southwestern Bell Mobile Systems

Cheshire, Connecticut

Staff Report

June 7, 2004
On June 4, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward S. Wilensky and Robert Mercier of Council staff met with Southwestern Bell Mobile Systems (Cingular) and Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) representatives at 705 West Johnson Road in Cheshire to review this petition.  Cingular proposes to replace and relocate an existing 100-foot lattice tower 630 feet northwest of its existing location.  Cingular is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for this tower replacement and relocation. 

The existing tower is located at CL&P's office and maintenance facility in the Cheshire business park.  The existing tower, used by CL&P for emergency and dispatch communications, has limited structural capability and supports two whip antennas extending to a height of 106 feet above ground level.  The existing tower is located in a secure area of CL&P’s property and requires access through several security gates. 

Cingular proposes to construct a new 100-foot lattice tower 630 feet northwest of the existing tower.  The proposed site is on a grassy strip immediately west of a fenced area used by CL&P for equipment storage.  This location will allow 24-hour access to the tower via a walk-in security gate installed along the south side of proposed compound.  Vehicular access to the proposed tower site would be gained through the fenced equipment yard during CL&P’s normal business hours.    

The proposed lattice tower would have a base width of 20 feet tapering to 12 feet at the top.  Cingular would place 12 panel antennas a centerline height of 98 feet.  CL&P would relocate the two whip antennas to the 100-foot level of the proposed tower, extending to a total height of 106 feet agl.  CL&P would also relocate an existing dish antenna mounted on their office building to the 78-foot level of the proposed tower.  The 88-foot level of the proposed tower would be available for co-location of a second wireless carrier.  The tower would be designed to accommodate a tower extension to 140 feet.  The existing lattice tower would be removed once the new tower is constructed.    

Cingular would install a 12-foot by 20-foot equipment shelter within the compound.  CL&P would relocate their existing radio equipment to a 12-foot by 16-foot equipment shelter.  The proposed 3,800 square foot compound would be able to accommodate the equipment of three additional carriers.   
The proposed site is located in an industrial area adjacent to Interstate 84.  A nine-foot high earthen berm would screen the compound from West Johnson Road.  The tower site abuts wooded areas to the north and west, a multistory office building to the south and CL&P’s office building to the east. The nearest residence is approximately 925 feet to the northwest, on the opposite side of Interstate 84.  The Town and all butting property owners were provided a copy of the proposal.  No comments have been received.  
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