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On April 23, 2004, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Jerry Murphy and Fred Cunliffe of Council staff met with Forrest Kocon of Dominion Nuclear Connecticut, Inc. (DNC) to inspect the site of a proposed installation of an indoor firing range.

On April 29, 2003, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) issued an Order Modifying Licenses in accordance with the Atomic Energy Act and Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations part 50 requiring licensees to maintain safeguards contingency plan procedures.  In part, the NRC has determined that certain compensatory measures are required to be implemented by licensees as prudent measures to improve tactical and firearms proficiency and physical fitness of the security forces at nuclear power reactor facilities. The compensatory measures are safeguarded information. Presently, DNC has 180 security personnel. Also, DNC has an on-site fitness center; however, firearms training are conducted off-site and are not able to accommodate the training objectives as required by the NRC. 

DNC proposes to construct new indoor firing range contiguous to Building No. 511.  This location is outside the protected area, and between the main access road and the north access parking lot.  The existing site is a level grassy area with landscaping.  DNC would transplant healthy vegetation elsewhere on the property and construct a 152 foot by 60 foot 8 inch two story addition to the north side of Building No. 511.  The building façade would match existing building facades.  DNC chose Caswell International, Inc. of Minnesota, SuperTrap, Inc. of California, and McKim & Creed CT LLC of Florida as vendors for the design and development of the facility.  These vendors have experience in the design of indoor firing ranges. DNC expects completion of construction by October 29, 2004, consistent with NRC orders.
The Town of Waterford reviewed and issued a decision on February 9, 2004.  The Town’s decision requires all facilities meet applicable federal, state, and local health and safety standards including but not limited to building, fire code, and health code requirements; that DNC construct the facility with adequate ventilation and be required to capture and dispose of any hazardous material generated; relocate existing landscaping; that DNC make the facility available to other agencies (DNC had discussions with the Town of East Lyme and Waterford law enforcement agencies and the Office of Homeland Security); and construction plans including erosion and sediment controls be provided to the Town for review.
DNC contends the proposed installation of the indoor firing range at Millstone Power Station does not constitute a modification and/or will not have a substantial environmental effect and that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required.
Council staff concurs with the Town of Waterford’s decision orders, and recommends that the State Fire Marshal inspect the completed project concurrently with the Town of Waterford.
