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Lake Road Generating Company requests a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the proposed modification in operations at the Lake Road Generating facility and requests the Connecticut Siting Council revise its language in Docket No. 189, December 7, 1998 Decision and Order Condition  1(c):

from:
“the project shall operate on natural gas, except during curtailment of natural gas when the project may operate on low-sulfur (0.05 percent) distillate fuel oil as permitted by the DEP”

to:

“the project shall operate on natural gas, except the project may operate on low-sulfur (0.05 percent) distillate fuel oil as permitted by the DEP”

The interpretation of curtailment is ambiguous and makes it difficult for Lake Road to participate in the electric generating market.  Lake Road seeks operational flexibility to be a dual fueled, economic, and reliable source of electricity in Connecticut and New England. This request would be consistent with the Council’s November 21, 2002 Decision and Order Condition 1(e) in Docket No. 225 Kleen Energy.

Lake Road has no plans to increase the amount of fuel oil it can burn.  This would require a modified air permit application with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)  and a sixty day notice to consult with the Town of Killingly.  In addition, Lake Road has consulted with the Town of Killingly on this petition and the Town does not object to the request to change in language.

Council requested DEP to comment on Lake Road’s request to allow for operational flexibility. DEP’s correspondence from Commissioner Rocque to Chairman Katz dated April 30, 2004, states Lake Road’s permits allows for consumption of 20.7 billion cubic feet of natural gas and 12.8 million gallons of distillate fuel oil (0.5 % sulfur content) for each unit over any consecutive twelve month period. The air permits have no restrictions on when or under what circumstances distillate fuel oil may be used. Should Lake Road seek to increase the amount of distillate fuel oil currently authorized, permit applications to modify the existing permits would be required.  DEP also reiterates it preference for clean, economic and diverse electric generation.
Council staff concurs with DEP’s assessment of Lake Road’s air permits and recommends that no Certificate is required for the proposed modification in operations at the Lake Road Generating facility and change the Council’s existing language in Docket No. 189, December 7, 1998 Decision and Order Condition  1(c) 
from: 
“the project shall operate on natural gas, except during curtailment of natural gas when the project may operate on low-sulfur (0.05 percent) distillate fuel oil as permitted by the DEP”
to read: 
“the project shall operate on natural gas, except the project may operate on low-sulfur (0.05 percent) distillate fuel oil as permitted by the DEP.”

