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On February 2, 2004, Omnipoint Communictions, Inc. (T-Mobile) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for its proposed antenna installation on an existing smokestack at 14 Gilbert Street in West Haven.  The smokestack is no longer in use, not attached to the building, and is located on property owned by Paar LLC.  There are currently no antennas on this smokestack.  T-Mobile seeks to install nine panel antennas (three per sector) at the 49’6” level of an existing 52’6” smokestack.  A GPS and a GSM antenna would be mounted at the 30’ level of the smokestack.  Also, three S12000 BTS cabinets would be installed inside the building on the main floor.  


On February 25, 2004, Council member Ed Wilensky and Michael Perrone of the Council staff field reviewed the site and met with Steven Humes, Esq., representing T-Mobile; Christine Farrell, T-mobile Real Estate and Zoning; Jeetendra Ghare and Sumit Nahar, RF engineers; and Ronald Morese, A&E Manager from Atlantic Western Consulting, Inc.   

   
Based on the Council’s “worst case” formula, T-Mobile’s proposed antennas would produce a power density that is 21.84%  of the  Maximum Permissible Exposure (MPE).  The GPS and GSM antennas are receive only, so they would not contribute to the power density. 
 Additionally, there would be no changes to the tower height, and the noise increase at the site boundaries would be less than six decibels.  The top of the antennas would be flush with the top of the smokestack, and the equipment would be located within in the building.  Although homes are located across the street, the antennas, supports, and cable mounts would be painted a (red/brown) color to match the existing brick and to blend in, thus minimizing the visual impact.
A complete inspection and structural analysis of the smokestack was performed by International Chimney Corporation.  The inspection did reveal some cracked bricks and deteriorated mortar joins above the 32’6” level.  Vertical stress cracks were also found.  The steel reinforcing bands were found to be structurally sound, but the paint is peeling off of them.

The engineer recommends that: all spalled (chipped) and cracked brick be replaced on the exterior  top 20’ of the smokestack; 60% of the deteriorated exterior mortar joints in the area be cut-out, cleaned and repainted with a Portland cement based mortar, as well as the stress cracks; the steel bands be cleaned, primed, painted, and caulked to deter oxidation; six ¼” x 3” steel reinforcing bands be installed to stabilize the area after the masonry repairs are made;  minor repairs of the lighting protection system be made to make it fully functional; and pneumatically applied cement lining should be installed on the top 20’  to 25’ level of the interior to fill voids and strengthen the chimney.   The engineer certifies that the smokestack will be structurally adequate after the recommended improvements are made.    
Staff recommends approval of this modification to the smokestack with the condition that the recommendations in Section IV of the Inspection and Structural Analysis Report be implemented. 
