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On January 12, 2004, AT&T Wireless submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required to replace an existing 40-foot tall wooden pole on which are mounted emergency sirens for the nuclear power plant in Waterford and a rooftop antenna used by the Goshen Fire Department that extends to an AGL height of approximately 55 feet with an 87’ 9” tall silhouette pole. The replacement pole would have the emergency sirens mounted at approximately 40’ AGL, fire department whip antennas mounted on the outside of the pole at a centerline of 65’ AGL, and AT&T Wireless antennas mounted inside RF transparent panels at the 85’ and 79’ levels of the proposed pole. 

The new pole would be located behind the existing firehouse approximately 10 feet from the building. AT&T’s equipment cabinets would be located on a concrete pad between a nearby garage and the rear property line. The cabinets would be connected to the pole with underground cables. 
Council member Jerry Murphy and staff members Derek Phelps and David Martin met representatives of AT&T and the Goshen Fire Department at the site on February 10, 2004 to review the proposed changes to the affected facility compound. The Goshen Fire Department’s firehouse is located in a neighborhood of small single family homes. There are mature trees along the fire department’s rear property line that would provide some visual screening during the seasons when leaves are on the trees.  

Staff calculates that the power density of the AT&T and fire department antennas would represent approximately 48% of the Maximum Permissible Exposure established by the FCC. 

The Waterford Town Planner referred this petition to the town’s Planning and Zoning Commission which did not express any concerns about the proposal. The Waterford Town Attorney acknowledged the town’s interest in having improved service and stated that the town was sensitive to potential complaints from summer residents who might not be aware of plans for the replacement pole. It is unclear whether or not the replacement pole would be visible from the area where the summer residences are located.
