PETITION NO. 657

Connecticut Light and Power Company

Torrington Substation

Staff Report

February 3, 2004

~~~

On January 8, 2004, the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) would be required for proposed work at the Torrington Substation because the proposed construction would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.  On January 27, 2004, Colin C. Tait of the Council and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff met Kris Aberg and Helen Wong of CL&P for a field review of this proposed project at the Torrington Substation.

CL&P proposes to add a 115 to 13.2-kV 27 MVA transformer, a 13.2-kV voltage regulator, one 115-kV circuit switcher with an integral disconnect switch and a 115-kV underground cable and cable terminations.  An enclosure measuring 25 feet by 14 feet by 11 feet high would contain switchgear and associated relay and control systems.  Most of the equipment would be placed in an area of the substation which is now vacant.

There are no residences in the area around the substation.  The surrounding area is used for commercial and industrial purposes.  South Main Street on the Torrington-Litchfield town line lies immediately east of the substation entrance.  The project would be low-profile and within the substation fence.  

CL&P is proposing this project to increase the 13.2-kV substation capacity and to improve system reliability.  CL&P anticipates construction to begin in April 2004 with completion by the end of August 2004.
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