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On December 19, 2003, Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Verizon) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to expand the existing 30’ x 40’ compound by approximately 800 square feet.  Additionally, Verizon seeks to install six panel antennas at the 169’ level of an existing 180’ monopole.  This monopole was approved by the Council on May 23, 1994 in Docket No. 156.


This facility is currently being utilized by AT&T Wireless.  However, there is not sufficient space available within the existing compound for Verizon to locate its proposed 12’ x 30’ equipment shelter.  Thus, Verizon seeks to remove an existing 30’ section of fence from the compound and attach a new 20’ x 40’ fenced rectangle to the compound to expand its area.    

   
Verizon’s proposed antennas would produce a worst-case power density that is 0.76% of the Maximum Permissible Exposure (MPE).  The existing AT&T antenna array would be at 3.47% MPE, for a cumulative worst-case site total of 4.22% MPE.  Additionally, there would be no changes to the tower height, and the noise increase at the site boundaries would be less than six decibels.  Further, no changes to the access driveway are proposed, and the new fencing would match the existing fencing (8’ tall with three strands of barbed wire). 

On January 8, 2004, Council member Ed Wilensky and Michael Perrone of the Council staff field reviewed the site and met with Mark Gauger, Senior Construction Engineer from Verizon.  During the field review, it was confirmed that no homes or buildings were visible from the site due to heavy screening by surrounding trees.  There are also no known wetlands in the vicinity of the site.  Minimal clearing and grading is required to accommodate the proposed addition to the compound.  Further, the visual impact of an additional antenna array on the tower is expected to be minimal.  Thus, the proposed modifications are not expected to have any significant adverse environmental effects.  Additionally, the property owner has agreed to the proposed modifications and the slight increase in the site boundaries due to the compound expansion.  Thus, staff recommends approval. 

