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On November 10, 2003, The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) submitted to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) a petition for a declaratory ruling that the of the addition of three 115-kV, 50.4-MVAR capacitor banks, CL&P Southington 4C Substation in Southington would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and therefore would not require a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need from the Council.  On November 24, 2003, Philip T. Ashton of the Council and Derek Phelps of the Council staff met Ali R. Karimi, Senior Engineer, CL&P Substation Engineering & Design, and Ray Gagnon, CL&P Project Engineer for a field review of this petition in Stamford, Connecticut.

The work will take place at the Southington 4C Substation located on Bellview Avenue in the Town of Southington.  See attached Key Map, Drawing No. 23101-92002.  This substation is a terminal for the 345-kV and 115-kV transmission lines, and acts as a major switching facility.  The proposed work is needed to support voltage and to supply the reactive component of power (VARS) necessary to the electrical system for post contingency periods.
The proposed construction includes:

· Installation of three 115-kV, 50.4-MVAR capacitor banks.

· Installation of two 115-kV circuit breakers

· Installation of one set of 115-kV current-limiting reactors

· Installation of three 115-kV circuit switchers

· Installation of three disconnect switches

· Installation of associated protective relay and control equipment in an existing relay and control enclosure.

Within the substation fence there are two (2) 115-kV strain bus circuits.  The first strain bus spans the entire yard from terminal structure to terminal structure with an intermediate wood H-frame to provide clearance over existing equipment.  The second strain bus spans only ½ the yard and is deadended on 3 guyed wood poles.  The present location of the guys on the deadend poles interfere with the proposed capacitor bank installations.

This new addition will be entirely contained within the existing substation fence and surrounded by existing structures and equipment.  Therefore, the addition will have essentially no visual impact.  There will be no sound-level increase due to this installation. The proposed project is not within a 100-year flood zone or any stream-channel encroachment lines.  No wetland or waterways will be affected.  There will be no television or radio interference from this proposed addition.  The insulating fluid in the capacitor banks will not contain PCB contaminants.

Construction is anticipated to begin during March, 2004 and to be completed by the end of May, 2004.

Staff recommends approval.

