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On September 26, 2003, the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P), submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) that CL&P's proposed tap of the existing 1977 Line at Glenbrook Substation in Stamford, Connecticut would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and would not require a Certificate from the Council.  On October 17, 2003, Council Executive Director S. Derek Phelps and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff and Council member Brian O'Neill met Jerry Fortier and Timothy Lyons of CL&P and Philip M. Small of Brown Rudnick Berlack Israels for a field review of this project in Stamford.

CL&P is proposing to tap its existing 115-kV Darien to South End transmission line (1977 line) at the Glenbrook Substation and convert the 1977 line from a two-terminal to a three-terminal line.  This would enhance electric service reliability in the Norwalk-Stamford area.  Connecting the substation to the existing 1977 line would provide a direct transmission path from Glenbrook Substation to electrical loads west of the substation.  An underground line terminal position was previously approved by the Council at this substation in Petition No. 612E, as part of the Glenbrook STATCOM project.

The 1977 line tap would consist of the following: a 100-foot monopole to be connected the 1977 line and located within the existing Amtrak and Metro-North right-of-way (ROW) between the tracks and adjacent residential properties; 115-kV XLPE-insulated 3000 kcmil copper cables and fiber optic data lines installed in a duct bank bored beneath the railroad tracks from the monopole to the substation 115-kV underground line terminal position; arresters, disconnect devices, and associated equipment on the monopole; and lightning protection equipment and fiber optic cable for approximately 8800 feet along the 1977 line from the new monopole to the South End Substation.

The new monopole installation would likely result in the removal of two Norway maples; however, any trees removed would be replaced by a row of nine four-inch diameter Norway maples.  CL&P has reached an agreement with the homeowners of 153 Culloden Road to use their driveway and backyard between November 2003 through May 2004.  CL&P would occupy the backyard, demolish a garage and store its contents.  Following construction, CL&P would rebuild the garage, restore the driveway and affected landscaping, and replace the removed trees.

Construction of the duct bank beneath the railroad tracks would require excavation of a boring pit on the east side of the tracks and a 10-foot by 20-foot receiving pit on the west side of the tracks.  After completion of excavation, a casing pipe and duct bank of concrete-encased conduits would be installed beneath the tracks.  After installation of the duct bank a 6-foot by 16-foot drilled pier monopole foundation would be installed on the west side of the tracks and then the monopole would be placed on the foundation.  Following construction, disturbed areas on the west side of the Amtrak/Metro-North ROW would be graded, covered with topsoil, and seeded.

CL&P proposes to commence construction early in November 2003, with construction work occurring between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Saturday in the residential area.

Staff recommends the following conditions be attached to approval of this petition: the submittal of a Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plan for approval prior to construction; the limitation of construction to the hours of 8:00 a.m. through 4:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday in the residential area of this project; and the replacement of  removed trees with trees at least four-inch caliper in size.

