Petition No. 645

Connecticut Light and Power Company

Brookfield, Connecticut

Staff Report
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On October 7, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Brian Emerick and staff member Christina Lepage met representatives of Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for inspection of a CL&P access road.  CL&P proposes to modify the access road to an existing transmission line structure in Brookfield and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

Excavation activities that took place at the Fairfield Resources Management Inc. (FRMI) quarry facility created a lake, which eliminated CL&P’s access to structure number 2688.  A court settlement states that FRMI would re-establish CL&P’s access to the structure.  CL&P has obtained a State of Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection Water Quality Permit, and a Connecticut Programmatic General Permit from the US Army Corps of Engineers.  FRMI has obtained an easement over adjacent property for the CL&P access road extension.  

CL&P would construct a new 16-foot wide gravel access road, which would extend from the existing access road within the FRMI quarry and across a narrow portion of the pond to the transmission line structure.  The proposed access road would include a culvert consisting of an 87 inch by 63 inch corrugated metal pipe arch to carry the access road across the Limekiln Brook.  Sedimentation and erosion controls will be installed.  FRMI will construct the access road and culvert as per the court settlement.  

Construction would be completed by September of 2004. 

The Town of Brookfield Land Use Enforcement Officer, George Benson, was present at the field review of the proposed project.

CL&P contends that the installation of the proposed access road would not result in a substantial adverse environmental effect, nor would it damage existing scenic, historical, or recreational values. 
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