Petition No. 636

Omnipoint Facilities Network 2, LLC, a subsidiary of T-Mobile USA, Inc.

Off of Timko Street

Fairfield, CT

Staff Report

July 22, 2003

On July 3, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Brian O’Neill and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with T-Mobile USA, Inc. (T-Mobile) representative Stephen Humes off of Timko Street, Fairfield, Connecticut for the inspection of an electric transmission tower.  The structure is owned by United Illuminating Company (UI).  T-Mobile, with the agreement of UI, proposes to modify the existing transmission tower by installing antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.

T-Mobile proposes to attach a pipe mast assembly to the existing 90-foot monopole transmission tower, increasing the overall height of the pole by 16 feet to a height of 106 feet.  T-Mobile would install six antennas in a stacked cluster mount configuration.  The proposed pipe mast assembly would include a ladder with step rungs for access to the top of the pole.  

The proposed 20-foot by 10-foot equipment compound will be located within the existing UI easment.  Three Nortel equipment cabinets would be installed on a 19-foot 6-inch by 9-foot 6-inch concrete pad.  A 7-foot high chain link fence with three strands of barbed wire at the top would surround the proposed compound.  

Access to the tower would be directly off of Timko Street behind Citizen Auto Body.  Power and telephone utilities will extend underground from a nearby utility pole on Timko Street.

The transmission tower is located within a UI easement on property owned by the National Railroad Passenger Company, east of the railroad tracks.  The surrounding area consists of railroad tracks, an auto body shop and other industrial businesses, and a wooded area.  The closest building to the proposed project is that of the Citizens Auto Body, which is 12 feet to the west.  The proposed project is intended to fill a coverage gap in Fairfield along I-95, and Route 1 within eastern portions of Fairfield and western portions of Bridgeport, and for commuters using the rail service.  

The calculated cumulative worst-case radio frequency power density would not exceed the applicable standard.

T-Mobile contends that the proposed project would reduce the need for another telecommunications tower to provide coverage to the area, and that the proposed project would not have a substantial environmental effect.  
