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On May 9, 2003, Gerald Heffernan of the Connecticut Siting Council and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff met Jennifer Gaudet, representing AT&T, Joseph C. Falivene of URS and Gregory Padick, the Town Planner of the Town of Mansfield, Connecticut.  On April 30, 2003, AT&T submitted a petition to the Council that the construction of a proposed 55-foot wood laminate pole at 111 Middle Turnpike, Mansfield, would not have significant environmental impacts and would therefore not require a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need from the Council.  The proposed site is a 10-acre parcel of land consisting of a house, garage, and a barn.

AT&T proposes to construct its pole in the northern portion of the farm within a pasture.  One residence could be seen through trees to the east of the site.  Two white pines, approximately 80 feet in height, would offer some screening to the northwest and southwest of the proposed tower location.  The proposed site is near the junction of Routes 32 and 44.  AT&T has made attempts to lease space on two existing smokestacks located on the nearby UCONN Depot Campus, but such efforts were declined by UCONN.

AT&T would install three flush-mounted panel antennas at the 52.5-foot level of the tower.  The tower would be located between a proposed AT&T tower in Mansfield at either Middle Turnpike or Cedarswamp Road, to the northeast (Docket No. 247), and existing AT&T antennas on a tower at Riley Mountain Road in Coventry.

Access to the tower would use an existing driveway off of Route 44 and then proceed along the edge of a field.  Utilities would be brought in underground along the new 12-foot wide gravel access drive.

AT&T had notified abutting property owners of the filing of this petition on April 30, 2003, and also provided the abutters with copies of the petition.  To date, no comments have been received from the abutters regarding this petition.

The Council has scheduled a hearing for AT&T Docket No. 247 in Mansfield on June 17, 2003, and the Council may consider holding a hearing on this tower in conjunction with this hearing.

