Staff Report:

Petition 623

Verizon

585 New Haven Road (Route 63), Naugatuck

May 6, 2003

     On Monday, May 05, 2003, Council member Gerry Heffernan and staff member David Martin met with Verizon representatives Ken Baldwin and Sandy Carter at 585 New Haven Road, Naugatuck. At this location, there is a 49-foot tall wooden pole on which Cingular currently has a set of wireless antennas. The pole is at the edge of the parking lot behind a café. From the parking lot, the land slopes very steeply down to Route 8. Verizon is seeking to replace the wooden pole with a steel monopole of the same height. Cingular’s antennas would be placed on the top of the new pole; Verizon would install 12 antennas ten feet below at about 40 feet AGL. The new pole would be located approximately 15 feet northeast of the existing pole. Verizon would add a 12’ x 30’ equipment shelter just north of the replacement pole.

     The area surrounding the petition property is primarily commercial. The low height of the existing tower and its location behind the café minimize its visual impact from Route 63. The tower does have some visibility from Route 8, but at 50 feet, it is not much higher than the surrounding trees and it’s at a much higher elevation than the highway making it less likely to be noticed by passing drivers.

     According to calculations submitted by Verizon, at the point where the power density generated by the replacement facility would be the highest, it would represent approximately 2.55 % of the regulatory limit.

     Based on the evidence presented in the petition and the field review, it is unlikely that this proposed tower replacement would create any significant adverse environmental impacts.
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