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On April 11, 2003, the Connecticut Municipal Energy Cooperative (CMEEC) and the South Norwalk Electric Works (SNEW) submitted to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) an emergency petition for an expedited declaratory ruling for a determination by the Council that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) would be required for the emergency installation of a temporary 23 megawatt (MW) combustion turbine electric generating unit in Norwalk, Connecticut.  The proposed site contains an existing SNEW power plant and substation.  CMEEC and SNEW are proposing this project in response to an award issued by the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for the installation of 60 to 80 MW of temporary generation in southwestern Connecticut due to the high risk in the summer of 2003 for electric service interruptions.

On April 17, 2003, Gerald Heffernan of the Council and S. Derek Phelps and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff met Maurice Scully and Phillip Sussler of CMEEC, John M. Hiscock of SNEW, Michael Anderson of TRC Environmental, Matthew Tobin of O&G Industries, and David Hatfield and John Guaglione of Yankee Gas for a field review of this proposed project.  CL&P is contracting SNEW/CMEEC to provide temporary generation on a not for profit basis for the period of June through September 2003.  CL&P and CMEEC have entered into a Letter of Intent for CMEEC to proceed with this project.  A Definitive Agreement is pending.

The temporary project would provide generation for the Norwalk area, using a 23 MW General Electric TM2500 dual-fuel gas turbine mounted on four tractor-trailers.  Yankee Gas would extend distribution pressure gas service to the site using approximately 7000 feet of pipe through secondary roads.  A rental compressor would be installed at the site.  It is not expected that gas service would be available for the planned June 1st start of the project, but is expected to be available on or before July 1, 2003.  In the interim, the project would rely on ultra-low sulfur distillate oil as a fuel.

A new transformer would be placed immediately south of the bus work of the existing SNEW substation.  

CMEEC and SNEW expect generation equipment to arrive on the site about May 15, 2003, with major construction activities to begin before the end of the month.

The gas turbine units would be located adjacent to the developed area of the SNEW plant, with the turbines occupying an area of approximately 300 feet by 100 feet.  A temporary sound wall and security fencing would be installed.  The balance of the project area would be covered with trap rock or left in its paved state.  Five existing pine trees would apparently be removed to construct the project.  Landscape plantings would be added for screening.  No wetlands would be impacted.

The gas turbine might be visible from the nearest residential area, which is approximately 300 feet to the northwest and about 100 feet above Martin Luther King Drive.  The proposed sound wall would aid in shielding the trailer from view from a five-story condominium complex above Martin Luther King Drive.

The exhaust system for the turbine unit would extend 20 feet from the ground and be fitted with stack silencers.  

CMEEC has contacted the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for air permits and has filed for a New Source Review permit which CMEEC expects to receive by mid-June.  CMEEC has filed for zoning approval from the City of Norwalk.  A Norwalk Zoning Commission hearing was held on April 29, 2003, and a Special Meeting will be held on May 6, 2003 to vote on this project.  CMEEC indicates it is in communication with the Mayor of Norwalk to address the concerns he raised at the hearings .

There is a possibility CL&P will request one additional month of service, which would extend the contract through October 30, 2003.  The petition therefore seeks approval for the potential program extension and the time needed to disassemble and remove the equipment from the site.  At the field review on April 17, 2003, field review members requested additional information about this project, including noise modeling; noise attenuation measures; the estimated amount of material to be removed from the site; the volume of nearby traffic; and direction and distances to the nearest residences.  This information was provided on May 2, 2003.

The estimated amount of material to be removed for site development is 1800 cubic yards.  The nearest residences to the site include Harbor View Heights, approximately 130 feet west of the site, the North Apartment Building approximately 215 feet north of the site, the Town House Gardens approximately 600 feet north of the site, and Cleveland Terrace, approximately 660 feet to the southwest of the site.  A Noise Assessment Report has been prepared which indicates noise mitigation would be required beyond that supplied as standard by GE to place the project in compliance with State and City of Norwalk noise limits.  The installation of a 17-foot high noise barrier wall, encircling three sides of the site, would be necessary to meet noise standards.  An enclosure for the gas compressor would also be required.  The project would increase existing noise levels by two ten dBA with the project in operation, based on daytime noise levels which exclude intrusive noise such as traffic.  It is further anticipated that noise from the project would be perceptible at the nearest residences during lulls in ambient sound levels; however, at times other ambient noises would have higher sound levels than this project.  A 24 hour weekday traffic survey conducted April 23-24 counted 13,292 vehicles passing the site.  CMEEC has provided a series of photographs of the site and its surroundings  The triangular patch of ground containing several pine trees is the proposed site of the project. 

On May 2, 2003, The Mayor of the City of Norwalk submitted a letter to the Council objecting to this petition on the grounds that a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required because the proposed project would have a substantial adverse environmental effect on a heavily populated area of Norwalk.


