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On April 2, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Brian Emerick and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Verizon) representative Joey Lee Miranda at 67 Hawthorne Mead Drive, Glastonbury, Connecticut for the inspection of an electric transmission structure.  The structure is owned by Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P).  Verizon, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the existing transmission tower by installing antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.

Verizon proposes to install a 150-foot Power Mount within an existing 130-foot lattice transmission tower.  Verizon would place 12 panel antennas at the 150-foot level, with space available at the 140-foot level for a future carrier.   

The proposed equipment would be located within a 12-foot by 30-foot equipment shelter that would be placed at the base of the tower.  An 8-foot high stockade fence would surround the equipment compound.  Verizon intends to maintain most of the existing vegetation surrounding the site to help screen the visibility.  All construction activities would take place within a CL&P easement over residential property.  

Access to the site would be via a gravel driveway that would extend from Hebron Avenue, along the existing CL&P right-of-way.  An intermittent watercourse is located approximately 29 feet from the closest point of the proposed access drive.  Soil and erosion controls would be used to avoid construction-related impact to the watercourse.  An underground conduit from an existing utility pole will provide power and telephone service to the site.

The proposed site is zoned RR (rural residence).  The nearest residence to the proposed site is approximately 242 feet to the east.  There is little vegetative screening of the structure from the surrounding residences.  Verizon investigated the transmission line structures immediately to the north and south of the proposed structure for potential use.  The structure to the south would require access over additional property, which that property owner would not allow.  CL&P would not allow use of the structure to the north.  

The calculated cumulative worst case power density would not exceed the applicable standard.  

Verizon contends that they would not have the need to construct a telecommunications tower to provide coverage to this area of Glastonbury, and the proposed modification of the existing structure would not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect.

