Petition 615

CL&P

Stony Hill Substation

Brookfield, Connecticut

Staff Report

March 11, 2003

     On Friday, March 07, 2003, Council member Phil Ashton and staff person David Martin met with Bob Charpentier of Northeast Utilities Service Company (NUSCo) at CL&P’s Stony Hill Substation off Stony Hill Road in Brookfield. At this site, CL&P proposes to install two dynamic var control units with two 115-kV, 37.8-MVAR capacitor banks and associated circuit breakers, current limiting reactors, and disconnect switches. The purpose of this installation would be to improve transmission voltage levels during contingency conditions.

     The equipment, which is similar in scale and appearance to equipment already in place at the substation, would be installed within the substation’s existing fenced compound and would not require any additional clearing or grading. The substation is set well back from the road and is surrounded on three sides by thick stands of trees. Immediately to the north of the substation is a railroad line, which runs below the prevailing grade. The surrounding vicinity is sparsely developed and residential in character. There are several houses approximately three hundred feet from the substation. But the station is well screened by the existing trees.

     Given the substation’s secluded location and the density of the surrounding vegetation, the installation of the proposed equipment should have minimal visual impact on the nearest neighbors. There should be no other aspects of the proposed installation that would create any significant, negative environmental impacts.
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