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On March 4, 2003, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald J. Heffernan and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with Sprint Sites USA (Sprint) representatives Julie Kohler and Scott Penner at 1919 Boston Post Road, Guilford, Connecticut for the inspection of an existing monopole.  The structure is owned by Sprint.  Sprint proposes to modify the existing tower facility and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.

Sprint proposes to extend the existing tower and expand the existing compound to allow for co-location of antennas and space for proposed equipment.  The existing structure is a 130-foot monopole and supports equipment by Sprint at 130 feet 4 inches above ground level (agl), Verizon at 122 feet 3 inches agl, Cingular at 112 feet 5 inches agl and Nextel at 99 feet agl.  As part of the proposed project, the tower would be expanded to a height of 150 feet (153 feet including antennas). 

T-Mobile would install 3 panel antennas on a standoff arm at 150 feet 4 inches agl and an associated 5-foot by 10-foot equipment pad within the existing compound.  Nextel would replace whip antennas at the 99-foot level with 12 panel antennas at the 140-foot level.  AT&T would install 6 panel antennas at 102 feet 7 inches agl and associated equipment would be installed within the proposed compound expansion area.  Cingular would replace its existing antennas with 9 panel antennas and 6 tower mount amplifiers at 112 feet 5 inches agl. 

The proposed equipment compound expansion would consist of a 15-foot by 27-foot area on the northwest side of the existing compound that would be used to accommodate AT&T’s proposed 10-foot by 20-foot equipment pad.  A chain link fence that matches the existing fence would be installed around the expanded portion of the compound.  Arborvitae trees would be planted along the northeastern side of the compound.  

Structural reinforcements are required to enable the existing structure to support this expansion.  Reinforcements include strengthening of all new access holes with welded rim; installation of channel reinforcing and anchors; and drilling of new anchors set into existing rock subsurface.  Sprint would complete the structural reinforcements prior to installing the proposed extension and antennas on the tower.  

The existing site is located within a commercial zone behind commercial storage buildings.  Surrounding land uses include commercial/industrial use to the west, three grassy areas to the east, and the Town landfill to the south.  There are three residences within 1,000 feet of the facility, the nearest of which is approximately 438 feet away.  Sprint expects that the proposed extension would be visible from 17 more acres that the existing tower.     

The calculated cumulative worst-case radio frequency power density would not exceed the applicable standard.  

Sprint contends that allowing T-Mobile, Nextel and AT&T to utilize an existing telecommunications facility would reduce the need to construct a new tower to provide coverage to this area of Guilford, and the proposed modification of the existing structure would not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect.

