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     On Monday, February 10, 2003, Council member Gerry Heffernan and staff member David Martin met representatives of AT&T, Tom Wagner — Town Planner of Waterford — and the property owner at 126 Old Colchester Road in Waterford. At this location, AT&T is petitioning to replace an existing, laminated wood CL&P transmission line pole with a new, higher one on which it would place its antennas. The existing pole is 89 feet high. The new pole would be approximately 109 feet high. The top of the antennas AT&T would place on the pole would be approximately 110 feet high. The new pole would be supplied by an approved CL&P vendor and would also be a laminated wood pole. The new pole would be approximately 10 feet from the existing pole and would be high enough to locate a second set of antennas below the proposed AT&T antennas. A concrete pad for up to four equipment cabinets would be installed at the base of the new pole.

     The area in which the proposed replacement pole would be located is scattered, low density, single-family residential. The nearest home is 90 feet southeasterly of the proposed pole. Another home is 150 feet across the street to the east. There are several other homes within a radius of 250 feet. There is existing vegetation between the pole and the nearest road that will help screen the ground equipment. This vegetation should not be disturbed by site development activities.

     The town planner did not express any concerns about the tower’s location. It is the town’s policy, he said, to encourage antennas to go on such existing towers where possible. He did, however, want to be sure that AT&T would take out a town excavation permit for the site work. Council member Heffernan requested that AT&T notify the nearest neighbors of its pending petition.

     Staff calculates that the power density of the proposed facility would be 3.03% of the regulatory limit. From the field review, it appears that AT&T’s proposed pole replacement would not create any significant adverse environmental impacts.

