Petition No. 605

AT&T Wireless PCS LLC
Colchester, Connecticut

Staff Report

February 11, 2003

On February 3, 2003, Gerald Heffernan of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) and Robert Erling of the Council staff met Christopher Fisher of AT&T Wireless, Bryan R. Lazuka of Site Acquisition Consultants and Christopher K. Daddi of Dewberry-Goodkind, Inc., for a field review of this petition.  AT&T is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that the proposed replacement of an existing 60-foot lattice tower with a 60-foot monopole tower would not have a significant adverse environmental impact, and therefore would not require a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need.

The existing lattice tower is adjacent to a commercial garage used by the Laidlaw Bus Company.  The existing tower holds several antennas for bus communications.  This tower does not have the structural capacity to support AT&T's proposed six-panel antennas.  The proposed replacement monopole would be located approximately 10 feet from the existing tower and will be capable of holding both the existing whip and yagi antennas used by the bus company and AT&T's antennas, which would be installed at the 57.5-feet level of this tower.  AT&T would install two equipment cabinets 10-foot 3¼-inch by 6-foot concrete pads near the base of the proposed replacement tower.  The tower and equipment cabinets would be surrounded by a 6-foot chain link fence.

The replacement tower would be installed in an area which is currently cleared.  Surrounding property uses include a garage and car wash, a recreational field and a State Department of Transportation garage.  There are no homes in the immediate area.

Operation of the proposed AT&T antennas combined with those of the bus company would not result in a radio frequency power density in excess of State of federal standards at the base of the proposed tower.

The use of this site would allow AT&T to close a coverage gap which now exists on Routes 2, 16, and 85 between existing AT&T tower sites in Colchester.
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