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On January 17, 2003, Lake Road Generating Company, L.P. (Lake Road) submitted a petition for a declaratory ruling that the proposed dual-fuel capability configuration complies with the Connecticut Siting Council's (Council) Decision and Order dated December 7, 1998.

Throughout the permitting process, Lake Road and the Council were under the impression that the combined cycle turbines to be installed were capable of operating on either natural gas or distillate fuel without the need to shutdown the equipment or to perform any sort of mechanical conversion.  During construction the turbine manufacturer, Alstom, determined the dual-fuel burner lances could not operate on the natural gas after the turbine was operating on fuel oil.  Lake Road filed quarterly updates to dual-fuel burner lance design upgrades.  New dual-fuel burner lances were developed and installed by fall of 2002 in unit one with an automatic switchover from natural gas to distillate fuel by fall of 2003.  Upon completion of the work performed on unit one, Lake Road determined the change in the combustion system has impacted the variable costs and emissions profile of the unit on natural gas. In other words, operating unit one on fuel oil and reverting back to natural gas the turbine experienced an ammonia slip using twice as much ammonia versus a unit using natural gas only.
Lake Road presents a proposal that would allow Lake Road to operate unit one on fuel oil up to 720 hours during a natural gas curtailment, and if the natural gas curtailment is expected to last longer than 30 days Lake Road would install the dual-fuel lances into unit two and if natural gas curtailments continue beyond 60 days Lake Road would install the dual-fuel lances into unit three. The new dual-fuel burner lances and associated equipment are stored on site and would require a 4 week outage per unit to install, test, and commission the unit for commercial operation on fuel oil.  

Lake Road believes the current capability to operate unit one at 260 MW on low sulfur distillate fuel together with the proposed implementation plan for units two and three complies with the Council's Certificate and the Decision and Order both dated December 7, 1998 and requests that the Council render a declaratory ruling on said matter.  

Notes:

Based on the Council's Decision and Order Condition No. 1 states  The facility shall be constructed and operated substantially as specified by the Certificate Holder in the application and record, except where otherwise ordered by the Council.

The Council's Findings of Fact, Opinion, and Decision and Order identifies the proposed turbine units of having dual-fuel capability.

