Petition 599

Connecticut Department of Public Works

Energy Center and Tunnels

Central Connecticut State University

January 28, 2003
On January 27, 2003, Gerry Heffernan of the Siting Council and staff member David Martin met with Bob Austin of Central Connecticut State University’s (“CCSU”) Facilities Management staff regarding a Petition for a Declaratory Ruling submitted by the State’s Department of Public Works for a new electric generating facility at CCSU.

The generating facility, to be known as the CCSU Energy Center, is being constructed on the CCSU campus on the site of an existing maintenance building and will replace an existing power house. The new facility will consist of three 1.25 megawatt gas-fired reciprocating engine generator sets. Two generator sets will be installed under the current project; one set will be installed at a later date. Waste from the generator sets will be recovered using cogeneration technology. The sets will be base loaded to provide electricity solely for the use of the CCSU campus. The new facility under construction will include sound attenuating components and systems to help minimize the facility’s sound impact on campus and in the surrounding neighborhood. Contract specifications require that the facility maintain sound levels no greater than 55dBA daytime and 45 dBA nighttime. The project has received DEP air permits for construction and operation.

Section 16-50i of the General Statutes states that the Siting Council’s jurisdiction does not include “ . . . a facility determined by the Council to be primarily for a producer’s own use and which has . . . in the case of a facility utilizing cogeneration technology, a generating capacity of twenty-five megawatts of electricity or less.” As the total output of this facility will be 3.75 MW, and the power generated is for the use of the CCSU campus, the CT DPW requests a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for this project.

It was the consensus of the Council member and staff present that this facility would not have a significant, adverse environmental effect.
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