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On December 12, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Brian Emerick and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with Sprint PCS (Sprint) representative Thomas J. Regan at 153 Old Salem Road, Norwich, Connecticut for the inspection of an electric transmission structure.  The structure is owned by Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P).  Sprint, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the structure by installing antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.

Sprint proposes to replace one side of the existing 57-foot transmission pole with an 88-foot laminated wood pole.  Three panel antennas would be attached to the pole with a centerline of 83 feet above ground level (agl), and a GPS antenna would be installed at the 75 feet agl on the southwest side of the structure.  

The proposed equipment would be housed in equipment cabinets and installed on a 10-foot by 20-foot platform within a 390-foot lease area.  The proposed equipment cabinets would be covered by an ice canopy and ice bridge, which would connect the equipment cabinets to the monopole.  An 8-foot chain-link fence would surround the equipment compound.

Access to the site would be via an existing access road, which crosses a wetland area.  Surface water runs down the existing access road and ponding occurs at various locations along the road.  Sprint proposes to upgrade the existing access road to a 12-foot wide gravel surface drive with rip rap lined roadside swales and install culverts to allow water flow.  Sprint would install sedimentation and erosion controls to protect regulated wetland areas.  An underground conduit from an existing utility pole will provide power and telephone service to the site. 

The calculated cumulative worst case power density would not exceed 35.1% of the applicable standard.  

Sprint contends that the proposed modification of the existing transmission structure would not cause a significant change or alteration in the physical and environmental characteristics of the site, and would not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect.
