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September 25, 2002, rev. October 22, 2002

On September 16, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council member Colin Tait and Council staff member David Martin met with Ray Vergati of Pinnacle Site Development and Peter Carbone of Tectonic/Keyes Associates who were representing AT&T, which filed a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to replace an existing tower facility located at 19 Old Town Road, Hartland.

The existing facility is a 160’ tall guyed lattice tower with a face approximately 12” wide. The facility holds several amateur radio and paging company antennas and is located behind a residence not far from the intersection of Routes 20 and 179. AT&T proposes to replace this existing tower with another guyed lattice tower of the same height which would have the structural capacity to accommodate six panel antennas at the 160’ level. The new tower would be located approximately 12 feet southeast of the existing tower and would have a face 18 to 24 inches wide. In addition, it would be constructed to allow a 20-foot vertical expansion in the future. Visually judging from the height of the tower, its fall zone would likely cross onto adjoining properties. But no structures, other than those on the owner’s property, would be within the fall zone. The location of the new tower would necessitate moving an existing shed a comparable distance. As part of the replacement, AT&T would install a new, 20’ wide gravel accessway. Currently the only access is from the property owner’s driveway.

Although the vicinity is rural in character, there are homes on the adjacent properties to the north and south and across the street to the southwest. The property immediately to the east is a cemetery. The existing tower is visible from intersection of 20 and 179, which is the center of East Hartland. The perimeter of the property is wooded which would provide visual screening for the replacement tower for its closest neighbors and passersby. 

The predicted cumulative worst-case radio frequency power density at the base of the tower, according to the methodology used by the Siting Council, would be approximately 31 percent of the FCC standard for maximum permissible exposure for uncontrolled environments.

The Council has received a considerable amount of contact from the Town of Hartland about this petition. Contacts have come from neighbors who live close to the tower property, members of the town’s Planning and Zoning Commission, and the town selectmen’s office. These contacts have been made to express objection to the tower replacement proposal. Objections are based primarily on two factors: the illegal presence of commercial antennas and the proximity to the historic center of town.

Although this tower was approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission, the approval was for amateur radio antennas only. Commission members report that, at the time of approval, the property owner represented to the commission that the tower would be used only for amateur radio. The commercial paging antennas that AT&T’s petition states are on the tower have been put there without any town approval, either from a land use board or through a building permit. In fact, town officials have expressed surprise at discovering, through the petition, that there are commercial antennas on this tower.

In the section of its zoning regulations that addresses wireless communications facilities, the Planning and Zoning Commission recommends that wireless companies avoid locating facilities within “the view in one half (1/2) mile radius from the intersection of Route 179 and Route 20.” The reason for this proviso is that the town considers this area to be a “particularly important natural resource, scenic and/or historic area” which needs to be protected. The existing tower — as would be the proposed larger, replacement tower — is within this half mile radius and can be seen from the intersection of Routes 20 and 179.

AT&T has met with town officials about the Petition 583 proposal and about a second, new facility the company is proposing near the Hartland/Granby town line. In response to concerns expressed by the town, AT&T is investigating alternatives to the tower at 19 Old Town Road. AT&T has asked this matter to remain on the table to give it time to explore the feasibility of other possible sites.

Most recently, the town has filed an objection to Petition 583 re-iterating the reasons cited above.
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