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On June 28, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Philip T. Ashton and Council staff Paul M. Aresta met United Illuminating Company (UI) representatives Stephen Syrett and Adla Reddy for a field review of the Mix Avenue Substation located at 690 Mix Avenue in Hamden, Connecticut.  UI is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) would be required for proposed lightning protection modifications to the Mix Avenue Substation.

UI proposes to remove the existing lightning protection system, which consists of two 75-foot wooden poles and one 40-foot wooden pole connected with wire, and install four 55-foot metal lightning masts within the existing substation fence.  No overhead wires would connect the proposed lightning masts.  UI proposes to modify the lightning protection system because the existing wire that connects the two 75-foot poles could fall during a storm and would short out the substation, and because the current arrangement does not offer lightning protection to the entire substation.  The proposed modification to the Substation would take approximately one month to complete.

UI contends that the proposed modifications to the lightning protection system at the Mix Avenue Substation would improve Substation reliability; would minimize the visibility of the lightning protection structures by reducing the height of the structures from 75 feet to 55 feet; would require no clearing of vegetation; and would not change electric and magnetic field levels at the Substation.
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