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Staff Report

Dominion Nuclear of Connecticut seeks a declaratory ruling that no certificate of environmental compatibility and public need is required for proposed change in use of the low-level radwaste reduction facility at the Millstone Power Station.

On October 9, 1984, the Connecticut Siting Council ruled that no certificate of environmental compatibility and public need was required for construction of a low-level radwaste reduction facility at the Millstone Nuclear Power Station (Petition No. 116).  The Council understood that the 72-foot by 126-foot building would be primarily used for collection and reduction of dry radwaste (i.e. tools, clothing, etc.).

Dominion proposes to use a 20-foot by 23-foot area within the low-level radwaste reduction facility to store oil slightly contaminated with radioactive material.  This oil is identified as low level radioactive waste and is regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). This activity is included in the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits and the processing operations are conducted in accordance with the NRC licensing requirements. Presently, oil is collected and stored in warehouse no. nine where equipment not in use and contaminated with radioactive material is stored.  Moving the activity of collecting and storing oil slightly contaminated with radioactive material from warehouse no. nine to the low level radwaste reduction facility would consolidate radwaste processing operations into one location.  Dominion collects approximately 1,000 gallons of oil slightly contaminated with radioactive material per year and is shipped off site, normally once a year, to Duratek, in Oak Ridge Tennessee, a facility authorized to accept and process oil contaminated with radioactive material. 

The oil is stored in 55-gallon drums and four drums are placed within a spill collection container.  A spill response kit is on-site and employees are trained and briefed on potential job safety hazards.  The Millstone radwaste reduction facility is equipped with smoke detectors that sound an alarm locally and in the control room which is manned 24 hours seven days a week.  An on-site fire brigade is available around the clock.

The Town of Waterford has reviewed this proposal and has identified two restrictions: one, that low level radioactive material must have been generated on site and two, that no unit of waste is stored for more than five years.  Nothing in this petition indicates any activity inconsistent with these conditions. Furthermore, Dominion would coordinate with the Town fire services regarding this activity. 

