Petition No. 568

City of Groton and Thames Valley Communications, Inc.

Groton, Connecticut

Staff Report

June 25, 2002

On June 18, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Brian Emerick and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met City of Groton and Thames Valley Communications, Inc. representative Richard Haskel for an inspection of a site located behind the City of Groton Municipal Building at 295 Meridian Street, Groton, Connecticut.  The City of Groton and Thames Valley Communications, Inc. propose to construct a CATV satellite earth station and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) would be required for the proposed modification.  

The proposed project consists of the installation of two 3.8 meter receive-only dish antennas that are approximately 14 feet tall, and one 5.0 meter Simulsat receive-only dish antenna that is approximately 22 feet tall.  These antennas would be placed on the ground.  The head-end equipment would be located within the existing municipal building and office space would be maintained for employees.  The proposed antennas would be a primary point of satellite signal reception and processing.  The visual impact of the dishes would be minimal because it is located adjacent to existing building structures.

The proposed site is zoned R-8 (Residential), which allows the installation of antennas and associated facilities subject to site plan approval and supplementary regulations.  Two trees would have to be removed to allow the installation of the proposed antennas.  The petitioner states that there would be no noise emission and the total radio frequency electromagnetic radiation power density measured at the site boundary would not increase to or above the applicable American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Standard for Radio Frequency Exposure Levels in uncontrolled environments because the proposed antennas are receive-only.  

The City of Groton Planning and Zoning Commission has approved the proposed modifications.  The petitioner contends that the proposed modification would not cause any significant air, water, noise, or other environmental impacts, or hazard to human health and would have no significant adverse effect on scenic, natural, historic, or recreational features and, therefore, would not require a Certificate.  
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