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On March 26, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) members Brian O’Neill and Philip Ashton and Fred Cunliffe of Council staff met with Gabe Stern, Rick Audette, and Philip Sussler, Esq. of Connecticut Municipal Electric Energy Cooperative, and John Hiscock and Frank Zullo, Esq. of the Second Taxing District of the City of Norwalk for a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the emergency installation of up to two temporary mobile turbine generating units at the South Norwalk Electric Works generating facility in the City of Norwalk, Connecticut.

The impetus for this petition is the Independent System Operator-New England (ISO-NE) issued a request for proposal to procure approximately 80 megawatts (MW) of emergency load reduction/supplemental generation to mitigate the potential reliability problems in southwest Connecticut during peak load conditions particularly in the Norwalk-Stamford area.  Deregulation of the electric industry has removed command and control of key generating assets from transmission operators and the physical constraints to serve additional power into southwest Connecticut over the transmission system could jeopardize the delivery of energy.  ISO-NE Regional Transmission Expansion Planning process has identified two to four times a year a portion of Southwest Connecticut is only one step away from shedding 50 to 100 MW for as many as ten hours.

CMEEC proposes to install one or two 20 MW (summer rating) General Electric TM2500 temporary mobile turbine generator unit(s).  These units would be fueled by liquid fossil fuel. The Department of Environmental Protection would review air emission permits for these units.  Natural gas was considered but would require over 1.5 mile of piping and to make compliance for formaldehyde emission does not meet the time line for June 1, 2002 availability.  These units are trailer mounted in a “T” shape and measure 100 feet long by 10 feet wide and 36 feet high.  The units would generate at 13.8 kV and be connected to the existing South Norwalk Electric Works switchyard.  The area for installation is located between Martin Luther King Jr. Drive and the existing South Norwalk Electric Works generating facility and a parking garage. The area is zoned industrial.  Site 1 consists of a paved and grassy area that would require minor grading which would be used for a single turbine/generator installation, and site 2, located south of site 1, consists of an abandoned building which would be razed prior to installing two turbine/generator units.  South Norwalk Electric Works owns both sites.  In comparison, the existing power plant building is 60 feet in height and six stacks are as high as 90 feet. The turbine/generator units are self-contained and noise at three feet would be 95 decibels.  CMEEC proposes to seek location and zoning approvals.

The turbine/generator unit(s) would be visible to a residential area that is approximately 300 feet west and 30 to 120 feet higher in elevation than the proposed site 1 and site 2.  Some mature deciduous vegetation exists along a slope between the residences and the proposed site 1 and site 2. No wetlands, watercourses or coastal zone resources are in vicinity of the proposed project.  The proposed project area is above the 100-year flood contour.

The turbine/generator unit(s) are proposed to be used during peak load periods and would be called upon during New England Power Pool Operating Procedure #4 step 12 action during a capacity deficiency.  OP4 was implemented six days in 2001, six days in 2000, and 11 days in 1999; however step 12 was invoked only two times for a total of between 10 and 11 hours.  By contract these units would need to be available to operate Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. for no less than two hours per day and no more than eight hours per day and no more than 200 hours in total from June 1, 2002 to September 3, 2002.  

Council staff recommends that CMEEC be required to obtain all necessary municipal, state or federal approvals.  That noises from the proposed turbine/generator comply with State standard or municipal ordinances; the proposed units operate consistent to the ISO-NE Request for Proposal, 2002 Load Response Program, Southwest Connecticut Emergency Capability Supplement issued February 27, 2002; CMEEC provide copies of all necessary approvals, a set of site plans that minimize vegetation removal at site 1, and consider partial use of the abandoned building as a buffer if site 2 is used; and submit a schedule for installation and testing.
