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PETITION NO. 540 - Iroquois Gas Transmission System, L.P. petition for a declaratory ruling that no

Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed modification of an existing Iroquois Pipeline by the

Addition of a Natural Gas Compressor Station, located off High Meadow Road, Brookfield, CT.

PETITION NO. 555 - Iroquois Gas Transmission

System, L.P. petition for a declaratory ruling that no

Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed modifications of an existing Iroquois Pipeline by Additions to a Natural Gas Compressor Station, located off High Meadow Road, Brookfield, Connecticut.
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FINDINGS OF FACT

INTRODUCTION

1. On December 21, 2001, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) §16-50k and Section 16-50j-39 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, Iroquois Gas Transmission System, L.P., (Iroquois) petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that the proposed modification to its existing interstate natural gas pipeline by the addition of a compressor station would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect, and that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required (Petition 540).  On March 21, 2002, Iroquois filed a subsequent petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed modifications of an existing Iroquois pipeline by additions to a natural gas compressor station (Petition 555).  The proposed site is located off of High Meadow Road, Brookfield, Connecticut.  (Iroquois 1, p. 1; Iroquois 2, p. 1)

2. Pursuant to Sections 16-50j-21 and 16-50j-40 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, the Council, after giving due notice thereof, held a public hearing on June 26, 2002, beginning at 3:00 p.m. and continuing at 7:00 p.m. in Room 133 of the Brookfield Municipal Center, 100 Pocono Road, Brookfield, Connecticut.  The hearing was continued on June 27, 2002 and September 4, 2002 at the Council’s office, Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, Connecticut.  The Council and its staff made an inspection of the proposed site on June 26, 2002.  (Tr. 1, 06/26/02, 3:00 p.m., p. 3; Tr. 2,  06/26/02, 7:00 p.m., p. 3; Tr. 3, 06/27/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 3; Tr. 4, 09/04/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 3) 

3. The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) has exclusive jurisdiction over this project.  FERC encourages the applicants to cooperate with agencies, such as the Council, regarding the siting of pipeline facilities, environmental mitigation, and construction procedures.  Iroquois filed an application with FERC seeking authorization to construct and operate the proposed compressor station (Petition 540) on November 20, 2001.  On December 14, 2001, Iroquois filed an application with FERC to modify the Iroquois Pipeline by constructing and operating its Eastern Long Island Expansion Project (Petition 555).  (Iroquois 1, p. 2; Iroquois 2, p. 2; Tr. 1, 06/26/02, 3:00 p.m., p. 5; Tr. 2, 06/26/02, 7:00 p.m., p. 5)

4. The proposed Brookfield Additions (Petition 555) would be constructed and operate only following FERC’s approval of the entire Eastern Long Island Expansion Project and subject to the conditions of the FERC certificate.  The Brookfield Additions (Petition 555) would not be constructed if the Eastern Long Island Expansion Project were denied by the FERC.  The compressor station portion of the project (Petition 540) is proposed for construction regardless of the FERC decision on the Eastern Long Island Expansion Project.  (Iroquois 2, p. 7; Tr. 1, 06/26/02, 3:00 p.m., p. 100)

5. Parties and intervenors to this proceeding include the petitioner, the Town of Brookfield, Steven R. Smart, and the Town of Newtown.  (Tr. 1, 06/26/02, 3:00 p.m., p. 6; Tr. 2, 06/26/02, 7:00 p.m., p. 6; Tr. 4, 09/04/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 6)

6. The proposed site is located to the west of High Meadow Road in Brookfield, Connecticut and consists of two parcels totaling approximately 68.3 acres. A 3.3-acre parcel is currently owned by Iroquois and is the site of Iroquois’ existing sales meter station.  Iroquois has an option to purchase the adjacent 65-acre parcel.  The site was previously used for a fuel and material company, a sand and gravel company, an asphalt plant, and construction companies.  Areas of unpermitted solid waste dumping were observed on the proposed site.  A condition of the purchase agreement for the 65-acre parcel is that the property would be in compliance with all Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) standards prior to the purchase of the parcel.  (Iroquois 1, p. 4, 5; Iroquois 11, Executive Summary, p. iv, Section 2.0, p. 3, Section 5.0, p. 13; Tr. 2, 06/26/02, 7:00 p.m., p. 6, 7)   

7. The purpose of the proposed project is to provide additional transportation capacity to downstream customers on the Iroquois Pipeline and be fully integrated into the existing pipeline system.  The proposed compressor station (Petition 540) would allow Iroquois to deliver gas more efficiently to customers throughout its system and provide additional reliability.  The proposed additions (Petition 555) to the proposed compressor station would enable Iroquois to receive gas from the adjacent Algonquin Gas Transmission Company (Algonquin).  (Iroquois 1, p. 4)

PROPOSED PROJECT

8. Iroquois proposes to modify the existing natural gas pipeline by constructing and operating a natural gas compressor station in Brookfield, Connecticut (Petition 540).  The proposed project includes a natural gas-fired 10,000 horsepower (nominal) turbine-driven centrifugal compressor unit to be located within a compressor building; high-pressure piping and two delivery taps to connect the compressor unit with the Iroquois Pipeline; utility/control and storage buildings; a motor control center building; a domestic gas building compressor station; and paved parking and access areas.  The compressor station project would add 85,000 decatherms of capacity per day to the pipeline.  (Iroquois 1, p. 1, 3; Tr. 1, 06/26/02, 3:00 p.m., p. 57)

9. The proposed “L” shaped control building would be approximately 40 feet by 188 feet with a roof peak of approximately 20 to 25 feet.  The control building would contain space for offices, control room for the compressor station, a utility area, storage for supplies and materials, and a garage.  The proposed storage building would be approximately 40 feet by 50 feet with a roof peak of about 25 feet.  The proposed compressor building would be approximately 50 feet by 85 feet with a roof peak of about 40 feet.  The compressor building would contain the 10,000 horsepower turbo-compressor package.  (Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 7) 

10. Iroquois also proposes a new gas filtration system; a new gas meter station at the interconnection with the Algonquin piping facilities; and reconfigurations of the proposed compressor unit and associated high-pressure piping to enable Iroquois to receive gas from the adjacent Algonquin pipeline, referred to as the Brookfield Additions (Petition 555).  The Brookfield Additions (Petition 555) would allow the proposed compressor unit (Petition 540) to be converted from a main line booster to a transfer unit.  The proposed compressor station project (Petition 540) would occupy approximately 6.7 acres and the Brookfield Additions (Petition 555) about 0.5 acres of the approximately 68.3-acre site.  The permanently disturbed areas would total approximately 7.2 acres.  Iroquois currently does not have any plans for future development of the undeveloped portion of the property.  (Iroquois 1, p. 4, 5; Iroquois 2, p. 6; Iroquois 2, Tab 1, p. 6; Tr. 3, 06/27/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 72, 73; Council Administrative Notice 6, p. 6, 8)

11. During operation, approximately five people would work at the proposed compressor station.  Staff would be present on-site during a normal business day for four or five days a week.  A crew of approximately eight to ten people would be brought in for scheduled maintenance for about five to seven days.  (Tr. 1, 06/26/02, 3:00 p.m., p. 65, 66)

12. Iroquois expects the compressor station (Petition 540) to be in service November 2003.  Construction of the proposed compressor station would begin in the spring of 2003 with cleanup and landscaping of the proposed site during the summer of 2004.  Construction of proposed Brookfield Additions (Petition 555) is expected to require three months during the summer and fall of 2004, and to be in-service by November 2004.  (Iroquois 1, p. 5; Iroquois 2, p. 6)

13. The existing access road would be improved, and would be approximately 16 to 20 feet wide with a paved or gravel surface.  The proposed, approximately 500-foot, access road would provide vehicular access between High Meadow Road and the proposed compressor station.  (Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 4; Iroquois 4, Q. 3)

14. A 50-foot stack would be installed.  High temperatures emitted from the proposed stack are expected to cool and disperse in the area above the stack outlet.  An air quality modeling consultant conducted a preliminary analysis of proposed turbine air emissions on air quality.  The ambient air quality impact analysis was performed using air pollutant dispersion models approved by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the DEP.  (Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 33; Iroquois 4, Q. 16; Tr. 3, 06/27/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 65)

15. The proposed Brookfield Additions (Petition 555) would consist of an interconnection with the adjacent Algonquin pipeline through the installation of a branch line from Algonquin’s 26-inch and 30-inch main gas lines.  Iroquois would design the high pressure piping for a maximum allowable operating pressure (MAOP) of 1,480 pounds per square inch gauge (psig); however the station discharge pressure would be controlled to remain at or below the main line MAOP of 1,440 psig.  The proposed station piping would be coated for protection against corrosion, and a cathodic protection system would be installed to protect the buried piping.  (Iroquois 2, Tab 1, p. 6)

16. Various pipeline configuration alternatives were evaluated by Iroquois to determine the most efficient method for the delivery of the volume of natural gas needed.  Locations upstream of the proposed site would not be feasible due to the physical properties of the pipeline.  Additional compression upstream of the proposed site would result in a high gas temperature, which would require upstream cooling, increasing the project impacts and costs.  The no-action alternative, which means that the proposed compressor station or alternative method of supplying natural gas to customers would not be constructed by Iroquois, would result in the construction of facilities similar to the proposed compressor station in another location.  (Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 38)

17. Iroquois investigated potential alternative sites for the proposed compressor station project (Petition 540), all of which were rejected by Iroquois.  Site 1 is approximately 80 acres and located about ½ mile downstream of the proposed site.  A palustrine forested and emergent wetland and open water complex cover much of the 80 acres.  Site 1 is located within a valley between two ridges, which may limit the dispersion of air emissions at the site.  The site is about ¾ mile southeast of the Whisconier Middle School.  Site 2 is approximately 120 acres and located about 1 mile downstream of the proposed site.  Approximately 75 acres of the site is a residential development and the remaining area is in a location which would require extensive grading and filling potentially impacting environmental resources.  Site 3 is approximately 35 acres and about 2 miles downstream of the proposed site.  This site would require extensive grading and filling and is primarily undeveloped forestland containing a stream and wetland complex.  Site 4 is approximately 55 acres and located about 3 miles downstream of the proposed site.  Palustrine emergent, scrub-shrub and forested wetland and open water complex cover a majority of the site.  The remaining area would require grading and filling, limiting available space for the construction of a compressor station.  (Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 40)

18. Iroquois investigated the feasibility of a looping alternative.  Approximately 10.3 miles of pipeline, upstream of the proposed compressor station site (Petition 540), would be required to provide similar availability as the proposed compressor station.  A 75-foot wide construction corridor would impact more than 90 acres of land, and a 50-foot wide permanent easement would impact more than 60 acres of land.  Iroquois expects that the looping alternative would cross a river, roads, farmland, wetlands, forested habitats, residential commercial and industrial properties, and a schoolyard.  Iroquois has rejected the looping alternative based on the greater potential for environmental impacts than the proposed compressor station.  (Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 41)  

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
Visibility

19. The existing wooded buffers are expected to screen the proposed site.  The nearest compressor building would be approximately 300 feet to the west of High Meadow Road.  The elevation of the proposed compressor station (Petition 540) would be about 30 feet below the elevation of High Meadow Road and is buffered from the road by trees, which would reduce the visibility of the compressor station from points along High Meadow road.  The height and character of the facilities that are associated with the proposed Brookfield Additions (Petition 555) would be consistent with those that are part of the proposed compressor station project.  Iroquois proposes to minimize the visual impact of the proposed project through landscaping and use of non-intrusive exterior lighting.  (Iroquois 1, p. 5, 10; Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 26)

Air Quality

20. Iroquois is required to obtain a Permit to Construct and a Permit to Operate from the DEP for the construction and operation of the proposed project (Petition 540).  A preliminary ambient air quality impact analysis was performed in accordance with DEP guidelines provided in “Ambient Impact Analysis Emissions for Thresholds for New source Review (December 31, 1992)” and “Ambient Impact Analysis Guideline (January 1989).”  Iroquois proposes to mitigate air quality impacts through the use of best available control technology, which may include lean pre-mix dry combustors to control nitrogen oxides.  To minimize construction related air impacts, Iroquois would use dust suppression techniques.  The proposed Brookfield Additions (Petition 555) would also use dust suppression techniques and is expected to have similar impacts on air quality to the proposed compressor station project.  (Iroquois 1, p. 7; Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 33; Iroquois 2, p. 7)

21. Potential emissions expected from the proposed compressor station (Petition 540) would include nitrogen oxides (NOx), carbon monoxide (CO), particulates (PM), sulfur dioxide (SO2), and volatile organic compounds (VOC).  The potential emissions are not expected to exceed major source thresholds.  (Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 31)

22. The potential emissions of the proposed compressor station (Petition 540) are based on dry low NOX combustion with continuous service at maximum load conditions, and with an annual average ambient temperature of about 50 degrees Fahrenheit.  Potential pollutant emissions are in tons per year:

Pollutant
NOx
CO
VOC
PM
SO2

Proposed Turbine
21.0
40.0
0.6
2.2
0.3

Auxiliary Power Unit
0.5
0.3
0.1
0.04
0.00

Compressor Building Heat Water Boiler
2.4
0.5
0.1
0.3
0.01

Office/Control Room Heat Furnace
0.08
0.02
0.00
0.01
0.00

Seal Gas Leakage
NA
NA
2.0
NA
NA

Domestic Water Heater
0.02
0.004
0.001
0.002
0.0001

Total
24.1
41.2
2.9
2.5
0.3

Major Source Thresholds
25
100
25
100
100


(Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 32, Table 9.1.2.2-2, p. 33)

Water Quality

23. An intermittent stream channel is located to the north of the access road.  The proposed site drains into the intermittent stream in a southwestern direction toward a pond and bordering vegetated wetland within the parcel.  The proposed project (Petition 540) would be south of the intermittent channel, however a temporary workspace is proposed to the north of the channel, making it necessary to cross the waterbody.  The temporary workspace would be used for company and contractor office trailers, parking, material stock piling, pipe fabrication, temporary fuel storage tanks (with containment), storage of supplies, and other temporary construction activity.  Iroquois proposes that during construction, an equipment bridge would provide access to the temporary workspace while avoiding the disturbance of the channel’s flow.  Iroquois would comply with FERC’s Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures to protect off-site wetlands from exposed soils during construction.  A spill prevention, containment and control plan would be in place for the proposed Brookfield Additions (Petition 555).  (Iroquois 1, p. 7; Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 5; Iroquois 2, p. 8; Connecticut Siting Council Administrative Notice 6, p. 16)

24. Water would be necessary for sanitation, drinking and the occasional turbine blade cleaning.  An on-site well is proposed to meet the 200 to 300 gallons per day needed to meet the proposed compressor station’s (Petition 540) water needs.  Approximately 40 to 50 gallons of potable or distilled water would be used for each turbine blade cleaning, which would total approximately 200 gallons per year.  Wastewater would be disposed of in an on-site septic system, with the exception of the wastewater used for the turbine blade cleaning which would be shipped off-site.  (Iroquois 1, p. 8; Iroquois 4, Q. 5)

25. The proposed Brookfield Additions (Petition 555) would be located within 150 feet of a private well for a residential property.   The proposed Brookfield Additions (Petition 555) would also be located within 150 feet of the on-site well that would be installed as part of the proposed compressor station project.  (Iroquois 2, Tab 1, p. 9)  

26. Three underground storage tanks (USTs) were abandoned on the 65-acre parcel that Iroquois would purchase for the proposed project.  Two of the USTs were steel and contained approximately 2,000 gallons of water and approximately 180-gallons of diesel fuel.  The third UST was concrete.  In March of 1992, test pits installed in the vicinity of the USTs revealed the presence of subsurface soil contamination.  In 1994, two soil samples registered Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon (TPH) concentrations of greater than 100 parts per million (ppm), and two soil samples revealed a Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure concentration of lead concentration above the DEP drinking water standard of 0.015 ppm.  A well installed downgradient of the USTs in March of 1995, revealed groundwater contamination above the applicable DEP groundwater protection criteria at the time.  In January of 2000, samples collected from the same groundwater monitoring wells revealed cadmium, chromium, and TPH concentrations above the applicable DEP groundwater standards.  In February 2000, a sample from the same groundwater monitoring well revealed cadmium and TPH concentrations above the DEP groundwater standards.  (Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 13)  

27. A supplemental investigation of the proposed site, dated July 2002, was performed to evaluate the source of magnetic anomalies that were previously identified, to evaluate Extracted Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon (ETPH) in groundwater, and to investigate disposal areas within the site.  Test trenches throughout the proposed site revealed an estimated total of 5,010 cubic yards of solid waste and a total estimated amount of petroleum impacted soil is approximately 1,200 cubic yards.  Two groundwater well samples that were located near the area of the removed USTs exhibited ETPH concentrations of 0.4 ppm and 12 ppm, which is above the Connecticut Remediation Standard Regulation Criteria of 0.1 ppm for groundwater analyzed by the ETPH method in GA areas.  (Iroquois 15, p. 12, 13, 16; Tr. 4, 09/04/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 17)

Soil

28. The current landowner of the 65-acre parcel intends to remediate the area of the former gravel processing/asphalt production facility on the proposed site.  USTs found on the site were registered and removed by the landowner in the spring of 2000.  The contaminated soil associated with the USTs was removed and is currently stored on-site in a covered roll-off container.  Solid waste, such as abandoned automobiles, construction debris, tires, and empty drums, were dumped on the proposed site and are in the process of being removed by the current landowner.  (Iroquois 1, p. 8; Tr. 2, 06/26/02, 7:00 p.m., p. 52)

29. Iroquois expects that, at the time of purchase of the property on which the proposed site is located, the property will have been remediated according to the Connecticut Remediation Standard Regulations for Residential Property.  In the event that the site is not remediated prior to purchase, there is one million dollars in escrow that Iroquois would use to remediate the site.  (Tr. 2, 06/26/02, 7:00 p.m., p. 66, 72, 79; Tr. 3, 06/27/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 5) 

30. Iroquois proposed that the debris fields and soil standards would be met prior to construction of the proposed project (Petition 540), and groundwater remediation would be ongoing.  (Tr. 4, 09/04/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 23)

31. Iroquois plans to test debris material for asbestos in and around areas of disposal of construction materials.  If asbestos is found in the debris, then further testing of the soil beneath that area would be performed.  (Tr. 4, 09/04/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 27)

Wildlife

32. The proposed site contains no known threatened or endangered animal or plant species or significant habitats according to field investigations by Iroquois and consultations with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and the DEP’s Environmental and Geographic Information Center.  (Iroquois 1, p. 9; Iroquois 2, p. 9)

Noise

33. The proposed compressor unit (Petition 540) would be located approximately 600 feet from the nearest noise sensitive receptor.  Noise levels from the proposed compressor station (Petition 540) would meet applicable FERC and local noise regulations at all off-site receptors when operating at full capacity.  (Iroquois 1, p. 9; Iroquois 2, p. 9)

34. The expected compressor station noise level at the nearest residence, approximately 600 feet to the east, would be 45 dBA (A-weighted decibels).  The level of noise from the proposed facility (Petition 540) would be constant.  Periodic venting of the natural gas would occur once or twice per year.  The noise from the compressor station is expected to be below FERC, DEP, and Town of Brookfield noise standards.  Iroquois would perform a post-operation noise survey within 60 days of placing the compressor station into operation.  (Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 36, 37; Tr. 1, 06/26/02, 3:00 p.m., p. 93; Tr. 4, 09/04/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 54)      

Safety

35. The proposed project (Petitions 540 & 555) would be designed, constructed and operate in accordance with the U.S. DOT federal pipeline safety standards.  Automatic emergency detection and equipment shutdown systems would be in place and Iroquois would monitor the operation of the compressor station.  (Iroquois 1, p. 10; Iroquois 2, p. 10)

36. The proposed project (Petition 540) would have a number of safety systems that exceed the U.S. DOT minimum requirements.  The over-pressure protection system includes four layers of protection.  The first layer would be a control system on the compressor unit that would monitor the discharge pressure and limit it to the pipeline MAOP.  The second level would include a number of shutdowns if the control system detects a pressure exceeding the MAOP for more than 10 seconds.  The third layer would cause a fast stop if the operating pressure exceeded that pressure that the pipes were designed to handle.  The fourth would be a mechanical relief valve set at the main line pressure plus 10 percent.  (Tr. 4, 09/04/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 67-69)

37. Before the proposed Brookfield Additions (Petition 555) would become operational, Iroquois would hydrostatically test the associated piping using approximately 5,000 gallons of water from either on-site supplies or delivered supplies.  Hydrostatic testing is a minimum requirement in federal regulations, and is only valid at the time of the testing.  Federal regulations allow gas companies to exceed the MAOP under normal operations.  The water used for hydrostatic testing would then be discharged in accordance with a DEP hydrostatic test water discharge permit.  (Iroquois 2, p. 8; Tr. 3, 06/27/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 107)

38. DOT regulations require that all pipelines be tested to a minimum of 25 percent above their MAOP.  The proposed pipeline would be tested to 50 percent above its MAOP.  (Tr. 4, 09/04/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 71)

39. Federal regulations requires that the design, operation and maintenance of a gas pipeline is based on the density of buildings intended for human occupancy within a one-quarter mile corridor around the pipeline and a sliding mile in length.  The designated categories are Class 1, which is the least densely populated, to Class 4, which is the most densely populated.  The area surrounding the proposed site is Class 2, which is a suburban area.  The pipeline has been designed assuming a Class 3 location.  (Tr. 09/04/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 76)

40. The heat affected zone is a radius within which there would be some risk in the event of a pipeline rupture.  The heat affected zone was determined based on a thermal radiation model, which the U.S. DOT used in their analysis.  The thermal radiation model states that a 1000-foot radius may be affected in a worst case scenario for a pipeline that is larger that 36 inches in diameter and operates at greater than 1000 psig.  The thermal radiation model states that a pipeline less than 36 inches in diameter or less than 1000 psig may affect a 660-foot area in a worst case scenario.  The pipeline in the proposed modifications is 24 inches in diameter and therefore would fall into the 660-foot radius category.  There is one residence located within 1000 feet of the proposed compressor building (Petition 540).  (Iroquois 8, Aerial Photograph; Tr. 4, 09/04/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 79-84, 102)

41. The thermal radiation model is based on a radiant heat flux of 5,000 btu per hour foot squared.  This radiant heat flux represents 99 percent survivability for someone exposed to that level of heat flux for 30 seconds without taking action to move away from the heat.  The radiant heat flux at Whisconier Middle School would be approximately 500 btu hour foot squared.  If an incident were to occur at the proposed compressor station (Petition 540), the playing field at Whisconier Middle School might be of concern because it is an unsheltered area; however people inside the school would be more protected because it is made of stone.  (Tr. 3, 06/27/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 169, 170; Tr. 4, 09/04/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 113-114)

42. If a fire engine needed to enter the property of the proposed site, it would enter through the gate and follow the paved area between the control building and the compressor building to turn around.  Iroquois does not have a written plan for notification of adjacent or sensitive situations in the town in the case of an incident or an emergency at the proposed compressor station (Petition 540).  It has been Iroquois’ policy to work with adjacent and sensitive entities to give any available notice.  (Tr. 2, 06/26/02, 7:00 p.m., p. 47; Tr. 3, 06/27/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 43, 44)

43. The proposed compressor station (Petition 540) would be linked to Iroquois’ Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) system, which monitors the pipeline system 24-hours per day.  (Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 9, 41, 42)

LAND USE

44. The proposed site does not contain areas of recreational or public interest, is located outside of the coastal zone, contains no prime farmland, and is not used for agricultural purposes.  According to the Connecticut Historical Commission, the proposed project (Petition 540 & 555) would have no effect on the State’s archeological heritage.  (Iroquois 1, p. 11; Iroquois 2, p. 11)

45. The proposed site is within three zoning designations, one acre of the site is R-40 (residential – 1 acre), R-80 (residential – 2 acres), and IR-80SE (Restricted Industrial District Southeast).  Approximately 3 acres of the proposed site is located in IR-80SE.  (Iroquois 4, Q. 26; Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 25; Tr. 3, 06/27/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 70-72) 

46. The proposed site is adjacent to residential property to the north, the Iroquois gas metering station and High Meadow Road to the east, High Meadow Road to the south, and a railroad to the west.  The nearest residence is approximately 600 feet to the east of the proposed compressor station building.  The Whisconier Middle School building is located approximately 2,500 feet to the north of the proposed compressor building.  From the proposed compressor building to the edge of the Whisconier Middle School property is approximately 1,800 feet.  The proposed compressor station would be located at a lower elevation than the school and is visually buffered by a mature forest.  Iroquois does not expect that air emissions and noise associated with the construction and operation of the proposed compressor station would have an adverse impact on the school.  (Iroquois 1, FERC Application, Tab F-1, p. 25, 36; Iroquois 11, Section 4.0, p. 11; Tr. 3, 06/27/02, 10:00 a.m., p. 68)


