Petition 535

Opinion

Page 2

PETITION NO. 535 - AT&T Wireless PCS, LLC and Crown Atlantic Company LLC petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modification of an existing telecommunications tower located at 1455 Forbes Street, East Hartford, Connecticut.
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On December 4, 2001, Crown Atlantic Company LLC (Crown) and AT&T Wireless PCS LLC (AT&T) petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the proposed modification of an existing Crown telecommunications facility located at 1455 Forbes Street in East Hartford, Connecticut.  Crown and AT&T propose to extend the height of the existing tower which would be consistent with the Council’s charge to promote shared use of existing facilities and avoid the unnecessary proliferation of towers in the State as mandated by General Statute ( 16-50aa.

The existing facility is owned and operated by Crown and consists of a 110-foot monopole tower accommodating three carriers, a 30-foot by 50-foot fenced compound, an equipment building, two equipment pads, and underground utilities.  The Council approved the facility on September 18, 1991 in Docket No. 139 with the condition that the height of the tower would not exceed 123 above ground level (AGL) with antennas and appurtenances.  On December 14, 2000, the Council acknowledged an exempt modification filed by Crown to allow XM Satellite Radio (XM Radio) to install an antenna mounted on a pipe mount.  The total height of the structure would be approximately 123 feet.  XM Radio has not yet installed equipment at this facility.  
Crown proposes to extend the existing tower to a height of 130 feet.  AT&T would install antennas at a centerline level of 120 feet AGL.  XM Radio would relocate its previously approved location to 130 feet AGL.  The total height of the facility would be approximately 133 feet AGL with antennas and appurtenances.  AT&T would locate equipment cabinets on a concrete pad within the existing compound. 

Extending the height of the tower would allow AT&T to share the existing facility, and expand and improve AT&T’s telecommunications services in the area, particularly along portions of State Routes 2, 3, and local roads in southern East Hartford and northern Glastonbury.  The Council has carefully analyzed and considered propagation coverage for AT&T at various heights to determine the best coverage with the least environmental effect.  Although the 80-foot level of the tower is available to AT&T, significant coverage gaps would remain on Route 2 and in areas of Glastonbury and East Hartford.  By allowing the extension of the tower and location of antennas at the 120-foot level, gaps in coverage would be reduced.  

The existing facility is on a 25.4-acre residentially zoned parcel used for agriculture.  Residential neighborhoods are present to the north, east and south.  An existing tobacco barn to the north and a band of trees to the south provides screening of the existing compound.  We are concerned about the visual impact of the proposed extension on the adjacent residential neighborhoods.  While the proposed extension would be visible from various residential areas and public ways, the Council believes adding an extension to the existing facility would have a marginal impact compared to potential impacts if another tower were constructed in this area. 

Electromagnetic radio frequency power density levels are a concern of the Council.  However, the radio frequency power densities at the base of the proposed facility would be below federal and State standards for the frequencies used by the wireless companies.  If federal or State standards change, we will require that this tower be brought into compliance with such standards.

Based on the record in this proceeding, the Council will issue a declaratory ruling that the proposed extension of the existing tower located at 1455 Forbes Street, East Hartford, Connecticut would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and would not require a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need.

