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On October 1, 2001, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward S. Wilensky with Fred Cunliffe of Council staff met Voicestream Wireless (Voicestream) representatives Stephen Humes, Esq., Kurt Sheathelm, Haider Syed, and David Wicanpole for inspection of a Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) electric transmission line structure (no. 1256) located at the Old Greenwich Metro North Railroad Station off Sound Beach Avenue, Greenwich. VoiceStream, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the structure by installing antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

VoiceStream proposes to install 12 antennas on a platform attached to an 18-inch by 18-inch lattice extension to the top of the existing 95-foot high transmission structure.  The extension with antennas would rise 17.5 feet above the existing structure (112.5 feet above ground level). Also, a microwave dish antenna would be mounted four feet below the 12-antenna array for telephone switching from an adjacent site.  Voicestream has agreed to move its antennas five feet lower or 12.5 feet above the existing structure (107.5 feet above ground level). This adjustment complies with CL&P’s design requiring a minimum of six feet above the shield wire.

An alternative structure located east of the proposed site contains dense vegetation that would require clearing and is adjacent to railroad tracks, which would create difficult construction access. An alternative structure located to the west is being used by AT&T, approved by the Council in Petition No. 467, and is not structurally sound for sharing.  Use of flush-mounted antennas on a pipe extension at the proposed site would not provide sufficient capacity for demand in the area. 

Equipment cabinets will be mounted on a 16.5-foot x 5-foot concrete slab within a 10.6-foot x 24-foot fenced compound at the base of the tower. An underground conduit from an adjacent utility pole will provide power to the site. This fence would be architecturally treated with plastic slats in the chain-link fence.  In addition, no vegetation would be cleared at this site.

Voicestream would access the site via the parking lot at the Old Greenwich Metro North Railroad Station.  Voice stream has an agreement with the Connecticut Department of Transportation for the lease area at the base of the structure and access. 

The zoning designation of this site is R-12 (residential); however, a Local Retail Business zone is located south beyond the parking lot.  In addition to the railroad tracks and the high-voltage transmission right-of-way, other land uses across the railroad tracks are a General Business zone with an Industrial Re-Use overlay containing multi-family residential units. 

The worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 5.7% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

VoiceStream contends that the proposed modification of the structure would not require a Certificate because the increase in height of this monopole structure will not result in a substantial environmental effect nor will there be damage to existing scenic, historical or recreational values.and the proposed project will prevent the construction of a new tower in the area. 
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