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On September 4, 2001, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) members Brian Emerick and Philip Ashton and Fred Cunliffe of Council staff met Ron Mongillo and Stephen Syrett of The United Illuminating Company (UI) for inspection of the Mix-Glen Lake electric transmission line located between the Northeast Utilities circuit line 1680 in Woodbridge and the Mix Avenue Substation in Hamden. UI is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for pole replacement of this line.

The Mix-Glen Lake 115kV transmission line is approximately 3 mile in length, which taps off of the NU circuit line # 1680.  This line was constructed in 1959 and the poles are coming to the end of their service life of 40 to 45 years. The height of the existing structures range between 50 and 65 feet above ground level. UI proposes to replace 20 wood pole structures on the Mix-Glen Lake transmission line.  The new structures would consist of wood poles similar in design as the existing structures but with an added steel brace mounted at the top of the structures.  The four of the new structures would increase in height by five feet.  Structure nos. GL3, GL12, and GL20 would increase from an existing height of 60 feet to 65 feet above ground level and structure no. GL14 would increase from 55 feet to 60 feet above ground level.  The increase in height for these structures would allow UI to operate the conductor at a higher temperature thereby increasing its load capacity [existing summer normal load of 894 amps to proposed summer normal load of 960 amps]. UI does not plan to replace the existing conductor.  

UI would access the structures from public roads along the right-of-way to the structures.  UI would need to cross a small brook near Litchfield Turnpike.  UI believes the brook would be at low flow, has narrow and high banks that would support a vehicle crossing without touching the water.  In the vicinity of structure GL 12, a designated wetland exists which UI has consulted the Town of Hamden for work in proximity of this wetland and no permit is required. Clearing along this right-of-way has been done and UI does not anticipate any grading for the proposed pole replacement.  Staff recommends that a development and management plan be developed for vegetative maintenance and erosion and sediment control.

The Department of Environmental Protection advised UI to not construct during the spring as it may disrupt nesting hawks along West Rock Ridge.  

UI proposes construction take place during the fall of 2001 and expects three months to complete.

UI contends that the proposed pole replacement will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and for this reason would not require a Certificate.

