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Petition No. 511

Sprint Sites USA

Westbrook, Connecticut

Staff Report

July 11, 2001

On May 24, 2000, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member William H. Smith and Council Staff Paul M. Aresta met representatives for Sprint Sites USA (SSUSA) and Julie Cashin for an inspection of an existing 160-foot tall monopole tower located at 782 Old Clinton Road, in Westbrook, Connecticut.  SSUSA seeks a declaratory ruling that the proposed expansion of the existing compound, modification of the existing access road, co-location of three addition telecommunications carriers, and reinforcement of the existing tower would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect, and that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) would be required.  

The existing 160-foot tall monopole tower was approved by the Town of Westbrook on May 26, 1998.  The Council approved the shared use of this tower by Omnipoint Communication at a centerline height of 145 feet above ground level (AGL) on June 16, 1999, and Nextel Communication at a centerline height of 130 feet AGL on September 16, 1999.  SSUSA contends that the existing tower currently supports antennas for Sprint at the 160 feet AGL, Voicestream's (formerly Omnipoint) at 142.5 AGL, and Nextel at 150 feet AGL.  SSUSA request that the Council amend the previous approvals to acknowledge the existing antennas at their current heights.

AT&T Wireless Services (AT&T) proposes to place up to twelve panel antennas on a platform at the 130-foot level; Verizon proposes to place up to fifteen panel antennas on a platform at the 120-foot level; and Springwich Cellular proposes to place up to twelve panel antennas on a platform at the 110-foot level of the existing tower.  

The existing tower and foundation would require reinforcing to support all of the proposed equipment.  SSUSA has included two proposals to reinforce the existing structure.  SSUSA would either construct a structural support consisting of three approximately 125-feet tall columns with eleven cross-braces around the existing monopole structure.  The proposed columns would each be constructed of eight-inch diameter pipe filled with post-tensioned concrete.  Alternately, SSUSA could install a collar type reinforcement around the existing monopole tower up to 109 feet AGL.  The collar would be bolted together around the existing tower.  The reinforcement would involve removing the antennas below the 110-foot height on the tower; installing 20-foot deep rock anchors through the existing foundation at each corner; installing the steel sleeve; and reinstalling the existing antennas.  The exterior finish on the collar reinforcement would be galvanized steel. 

SSUSA proposes to expand the existing fenced compound from 34 feet by 28 feet to 50 feet by 90 feet to accommodate three 12-foot by 20-foot telecommunications equipment buildings.  The existing fence would be removed and a new approximately six-foot tall chain link fence with three strands of barbed wire would be constructed around the expanded compound.  All vegetation within the existing compound would be removed.  Evergreen landscaping would be installed around the perimeter of the expanded site compound and approximately six eight-foot white pines would be installed approximately 35 feet southwest of the expanded site compound.  A vehicle turnaround would be constructed on the west side of the expanded compound, and a portion of the existing ten-foot wide gravel access road would be re-routed, at the request of the landowner.  Utilities are available within the existing site compound.  Verizon would install a 40-kW emergency diesel generator.

The worst case power density for the existing and proposed telecommunications operations at the site would be approximately 79 percent of the applicable ANSI standard at the base of the tower.  SSUSA contends that the proposed expansion of the compound, tower reinforcement, and addition of the three telecommunications entities would not cause a significant change to the physical or environmental characteristics of this site.
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