Petition No. 510

VoiceStream Wireless

Bristol, Connecticut

May 25, 2001

On May 3, 2001, VoiceStream Wireless (VoiceStream) petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the attachment by VoiceStream of antennas on an existing Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) communications tower off of Willis Street in Bristol, Connecticut.  VoiceStream proposes to add an antenna cluster of three sectors with two antennas per sector, at the 123-foot level of the existing 125-foot CL&P guyed lattice tower.  A new 20-foot by 8-foot concrete slab would be installed to hold the VoiceStream equipment cabinets.  A new 30-foot by 12-foot chain link fence with a 6-foot gate would be added around the concrete slab, which would expand the fence around the CL&P compound.

A structural analysis has been performed which indicates the tower would support the proposed VoiceStream antennas in addition to its current loading.

This tower was the subject of a previous VoiceStream petition (Petition No. 449) in which VoiceStream proposed to replace the existing 125-foot CL&P tower with a new 160-foot lattice tower.  After conducting a field review and hearing on May 2, 2000, the Council voted to deny the petition on June 7, 2001, finding that the proposed construction of a new 160-foot tower would constitute a significant environmental effect.

Radiofrequency power densities at the base of the existing tower, including the proposed VoiceStream antennas, are conservatively estimated as approximately 14.7 percent of the maximum permissible exposure standard.
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