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Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P)

Trumbull, Connecticut

Staff Report

April 12, 2001

On April 4, 2001, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald J. Heffernan and Council staff Paul M. Aresta met CL&P representative Rick Madej for an inspection of the two 115-kV electric transmission lines that traverse the rear parking area for the Hawley Lane Mall in Trumbull, Connecticut.  CL&P is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that the proposed modifications to the existing 115-kV electric transmission lines, between Trumbull Junction and United Illuminating's (UI) Old Town Substation would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.

CL&P proposes to remove an existing 130-foot lattice tower (tower #831), measuring approximately 20 feet by 20 feet at the base, and install two 90-foot tubular steel transmission support structures, each measuring approximately 40 inches at the base, within the existing CL&P easement.  One 90-foot transmission line support structure would be located approximately 290 feet east of the existing pole #831, while the other 90-foot transmission line support structure would be located 290 feet west of the existing pole #831.  The proposed towers would be constructed to accommodate the future installation of 1590-kcmil ACSR conductors.  CL&P would transfer six existing 556-kcmil ACSR conductors, a copperweld shield wire, and a fiber optic shield wire to the new poles.  Two 90-foot transmission line support structures are required to prevent the existing wires from sagging lower than currently exists.

The proposed modification to the transmission lines behind the Hawley Lane Mall is being undertaken to improve the parking area and the general aesthetics of the site.  Following the removal of pole #831, the project area would be reconstructed and repaved.  The proposed work would begin in July 2001 and would be completed by September 30, 2001.  

The proposed transmission line support structure located west of pole #831 would be located on an existing paved surface; however, a storm water catch basin that discharges to a drainage swale would be located within approximately five feet of the proposed construction area.  The proposed transmission line support structure located east of pole #831 would be located on a cleared but undeveloped hillside up gradient from a wet area.  Staff recommends that sedimentation and erosion control structures be located down gradient of the proposed work areas, including around the storm water catch basin, as detailed in drawings Exhibit 7 and Exhibit 8 dated 04/09/01.  The sedimentation and erosion control structures located south of the proposed eastern transmission line support structure should be modified to allow for vehicular access.

CL&P contends that the proposed modifications would not damage existing scenic, historic, or recreational values; and would not result in a substantial adverse effect on the environment or ecology.
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