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Petition No. 502

Sprint Spectrum, L.P.

Watertown, Connecticut

Staff Report

March 15, 2001

On March 12, 2001, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward Wilensky and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with Sprint Spectrum, L.P. (Sprint) representative Julie Donaldson off of Sunnyside Lane, Watertown, Connecticut for inspection of an electric transmission structure (#1522). The property and structure is owned by Connecticut Light and Power Co. (CL&P).  Sprint, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the structure by installing antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

Sprint proposes the installation of nine antennas attached to a PowerMount.  The antennas will extend approximately 18-feet above the existing 95-foot transmission line lattice structure (#1522).   The centerline of the antennas will be at 110 feet above ground level (agl). 

The proposed site is bordered by grassy fields, overgrown vegetation, and transmission line towers.  The zoning designation of this site is R-30.  The existing structure is situated within an area that is designated as wetlands.  Sprint requested that Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB) conduct a site assessment of the area.  The Professional Soil Scientist from VHB determined that the wetlands within immediate area of the structure have “little or no societal value”.

Sprint has agreed to relocate the equipment to just outside the limits of the wetland surrounding the tower.  Sprint has also agreed to eliminate the 7-foot fence topped with barbed wire around the compound, and to enclose the cabinets in a 26’x13’4”x10’ secure equipment shelter, which would be the minimum size that would allow the equipment to work properly.  An alternative option is for Sprint can also place the equipment cabinets on a 20’x8’6” concrete pad and install a 6-foot high chain-link fence or a wooden stockade fence around the equipment cabinets.  Cables from the PowerMount to the equipment cabinet will run underground.  Space will be allocated on the concrete pad to place three growth cabinets.  The equipment shelter will be landscaped with arbor vitae.  An underground conduit will be routed from a power junction on Sunnyside Avenue along the access drive to the southern corner of the lattice structure.

The Town of Watertown has also expressed concerns regarding the impact to the inland wetlands and the use of the barbed wire fencing.

The worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 8.3127% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

Sprint contends that the increase in height of this structure will not result in a substantial environmental effect and the proposed project will prevent the construction of a new tower in the area.  Sprint also states that the PCS antennas will blend in with the existing transmission line structure, and the base station equipment will not be visible from Sunnyside Avenue.  The relocation of the equipment cabinets will minimize any disturbance to the wetland.  

Sprint submits that the proposed modification of the structure would not require a Certificate because it will reduce the need for a new telecommunications tower by utilizing an existing structure and contends that the proposed installation will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect. 
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