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New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC
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Staff Report

December 1, 2011
On November 2, 2011, New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T) submitted an amended petition for declaratory ruling (Petition) that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the upgrade of an existing facility located at 27 Cannon Road in Wilton.  On November 30, 2001, Connecticut Siting Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and Christina Walsh of the Council staff met with AT&T representatives Daniel Laub, Esq., Douglas Culp and Carlo Centore at the site to review this petition.

On March 1, 2001, the Council approved AT&T’s Petition No. 501 to install antennas on a 7.5- foot pipe mast on top of a 100-foot lattice transmission line structure (#2982) owned by The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P).  The structure supports a 115-kV transmission line.  Equipment was installed within a 35-foot by 12-foot area surrounded by a stockade fence.

T-Mobile has a canister antenna mounted on the next transmission line structure along Pimpewaug Road.

AT&T proposes to modify the existing site by removing three panel antennas and six tower mounted amplifiers and install three Long Term Evolution (LTE) panel antennas and three tower mounted amplifiers.  The proposed installation would also include two remote radio heads per sector for a total of six.  AT&T would also install a new GPS antenna and associated cabling.

The centerline of the existing and proposed AT&T antennas is 105 feet above ground level (agl).  

The proposed LTE equipment would be installed on a concrete equipment pad within an expanded equipment compound.  The proposed project would require a 5-foot by 13.5-foot expansion of the existing compound to the north.  The fence surrounding the expanded equipment compound would match the existing stockade fence.  A six-foot wide double swing gate would be included in the expanded area for access.
A structural analysis by CENTEK Engineering Inc. has found that the existing lattice structure would be able to support the proposed equipment.  The analysis was signed and stamped by a Professional Engineer duly licensed in the State of Connecticut.
A Northeast Utilities System representative has reviewed the structural and foundation analysis of the CL&P structure and provided a letter to AT&T accepting the analysis.     
The worst-case power density for the AT&T antennas at the base of the structure has been calculated to be 17.1% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

The proposed project would have no substantial adverse environmental impact.  Visual impact would be minimal and the expansion of the compound is minor. 
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