Petition No. 491

Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P)

Wallingford, Connecticut

Staff Report

November 14, 2000

On November 8, 2000, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member William H. Smith and Council staff Joel M. Rinebold and Paul M. Aresta met CL&P representative John Case for an inspection of the 115-kV electric transmission lines near Pent Road in Wallingford, Connecticut.  CL&P is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that the proposed modifications to the existing 115-kV electric transmission lines, between CL&P's Wallingford Junction (Pole No. 4679) and United Illuminating's (UI) North Haven Junction (Pole No. 53) would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.

CL&P proposes to reconfigure the 1640 line at Wallingford Junction (Pole No. 4679) to eliminate the tap to the Wallingford 13M Substation.  A three-pole dead end structure would be removed and replaced with another three-pole dead end structure, located approximately 50 feet to the north.

CL&P would replace the existing 795-kcmil ACSR conductors (1.063 inches in diameter) with 1,272-kcmil ACSR conductors (1.345 inches in diameter) on the 1630 line from the proposed Pent Road tap structure east to UI's North Haven Junction (Pole No. 53).  The proposed reconductoring project would extend for three spans, a distance of approximately 1,700 feet.  CL&P would also replace the existing 556-kcmil ACSR conductor taps with a 1,272-kcmil ACSR conductor taps at Wallingford Junction (Pole No. 4679) to allow the Town of Wallingford to bundle lines from the Wallingford 13M Substation

CL&P proposes to modify Pole Nos. 4681 and 4682 to strain insulating configuration to increase height clearances in compensation for the heavier conductors, and for the transition from a horizontal configuration to a vertical configuration.  In addition, X-braces would be added to Pole Nos. 4681 and 4682 to provide adequate structural strength.  CL&P would also install an X-brace on Pole No. 4683 to accommodate the proposed larger conductors on the existing 1630 line.

The proposed work would begin in December 2000, with completion by May 2001.  CL&P contends that the proposed modifications would not damage existing scenic, historic, or recreational values; and would not result in a substantial adverse effect on the environment or ecology.
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