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Connecticut Light and Power Company

Ridgefield, Connecticut

Remediation Plan and Recreational Enhancement

August 31, 2000

On August 23, 2000, Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) Company petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for remediation of impacted soil and recreational enhancement along a portion of the Peaceable Street to Ridgefield substation 115-kV transmission line.  

On August 30, 2000, Fred Cunliffe of Council staff met Bill Hoynak and Jeff Borne of CL&P at the site to inspection the right-of-way.

The Council granted a Certificate to CL&P for the construction of an overhead 115-kV transmission line between the Peaceable Street substation in the Town of Redding and a new substation off Halpin Road, in the Town of Ridgefield on December 6, 1973.  As a condition of approval the Council “recommends and urges the Applicant to explore and develop recreational uses along the proposed route consistent with recommendations of the Department of Environmental Protection, the Council of Environmental Quality and the applicant’s testimony.” 

This portion of the electric transmission line right-of-way (ROW), now owned by CL&P, was formerly a railroad bed.  In the past, rail companies used arsenic as a herbicide, which is the constituent of concern that CL&P proposes to mitigate by encapsulation using a mutilayer approach.  The new surface would consist of a four-inch layer of stone dust over process aggregate, geocompsit material, geomembrane, and granular fill over the existing railbed.  Other improvements include creation of drainage swales and cleaning/replacement of existing drainage swales and culverts; bituminous aprons at road crossings, controlled access for vehicle with openings for pedestrians, and vegetative screening, consisting of Japanese andromeda, blue spruce, and larch strategically placed along the newly capped accessway.

Construction of the 10-foot wide by 2.2 mile long recreational trail would require removal of brush type vegetation, grading, and installation of stone drainage swales and rip-rap energy dissipators within an approximate 25-foot wide area for the length of the trail.  Construction would start September 2000 and finish December 2000.  Cost of the proposed project would be approximately $900,000.

CL&P would develop drainage swales parallel to the trail to control runoff and replace or clean culverts to maintain drainage and links between existing inland wetlands.  Erosion and sedimentation controls would be installed prior to grading and filling.  Slopes would not exceed a 2:1 ratio. Restoration of disturbed areas would be loamed and seeded.  Areas left bare before finish grading and seeding outside of planting season would be covered with air-dried wood chip mulch.

The hazardous material plan prefers that fueling and maintenance of construction vehicles and equipment is to be undertaken off site; however, if this is not practical or feasible such practices would need take place 50 from the nearest watercourse.  Absorbent material would be used to contain and remove any spillage.

CL&P has presented this project to the Town of Ridgfield’s Planning and Zoning and Inland Wetland Commissions.  While these Commissions approved the project, no written approvals were rendered.

The DEP has been provided this arsenic remediation and recreational enhancement plan, but no acceptance will be made until completion of the project.

The Council approved two telecommunications proposals (Petitions 458 Voicestream and Petition 470 AT&T) along this ROW.  These decisions required vegetative landscaping be developed consistent with the linear park plan; electric and telephone equipment is installed before capping; two extra ducts are installed for future use; secure equipment is placed at the base of the existing tower without fencing; an emergency phone is installed if requested by the Town; erosion and sedimentation controls are used in compliance with Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, and all final site plans and construction details are to be confirmed by a revised site plan subject to Town review.

Council staff recommends that the Council issue a ruling that the proposed work would not require a certificate or an amendment of a certificate conditioned on site inspection by the Council to ensure that all erosion and sedimentation and drainage improvements are consistent with State standards, any and all telecommunications facilities are developed consistent with Council rulings and will not impact the cap, and that the site will become fully stable.

