Petition No. 472

Voicestream Wireless

Bloomfield, Connecticut

Staff Report

July 25, 2000

On July 21, 2000, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Daniel P. Lynch, Jr., and Fred Cunliffe of Council staff met Voicestream Wireless (Voicestream) representatives J. Brendan Sharkey, Esq., Chetan Dharduk, Kemp Morhardt, and Bill Crumb for inspection of a Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) electric transmission line structure (no. 3147) located off Duncaster Road in Bloomfield.  Voicestream, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the transmission structure for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

Voicestream proposes to attach a 4.5-inch diameter pipe extending the existing lattice structure height of 87 feet by 17 feet four inches for a total height of approximately 104 feet four inches.  A structural analysis concludes the proposed telecommunications equipment does not overstress the existing CL&P structure; however, to transfer wind shear, the engineering report does recommend that a special connection on the wave guide ladder be made at various levels on the structure. Voicestream proposes to install two low profile antenna cluster mounts (three antennas per elevation) with centers of radiation at 161 feet and 95 feet 4 inches on the pipe.  Voicestream also proposes to place associated equipment cabinets on a concrete foundation within an 11-foot by 13-foot compound secured by a six-foot chain link fence. 

CL&P’s structure is approximately 70 feet from Duncaster Road.  Access after construction would be on foot. Utilities would be placed underground within CL&P’s property from an existing distribution pole located approximately 80 feet north of the proposed site. 

Surrounding land uses include the transmission lines, single-family residences and farmland. The zoning of the proposed site is R-40 Residential District. The nearest home is approximately 150 feet to the north.  Voicestream has contacted the three homeowners within 300 feet of the structure with details of the proposed petition. 

The worst case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be less than six percent of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.  

Council staff recommends that the fence be architecturally treated and landscaping be placed around the perimeter of the fence.

Voicestream contends that the proposed installation will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and for this reason would not require a Certificate.
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