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On July 18, 2000, Gerald J. Heffernan of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff met Chetan Dhaduk, Brian Ragovzine, and J. Brendan Sharkey of VoiceStream Wireless (VoiceStream) for the field review off of Route 136 in Fairfield, Connecticut.  VoiceStream is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the proposed modification of existing Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) transmission line structure number 910 because the proposed modification would not have a significant environmental effect.

VoiceStream proposes to attach a 17 foot four-inch extension on a three-inch diameter pipe mast to an existing 81 foot tall steel lattice electric transmission structure.  A total of four panel antennas, each 56 inches in height, would be installed in a “pipe mast” configuration which results in a more slender antenna profile without adding unnecessary stress to the tower structure.  A structural analysis has been performed which indicates this transmission tower does have the capacity to safely support the new antennas.  To transfer the wind shear from the pipe support and antennas to the existing tower, special connections from the pipe support will be made at various levels of the tower.  The total height of the structure with all antennas would be 98 feet, four inches.  Spacing required for this antenna design includes a minimum distance of six feet above the CL&P static line and two feet of distance between the antennas.  

VoiceStream would construct a fenced 22-foot by 22.5-foot equipment compound beneath the tower, to contain the equipment cabinets.  Landscaping would be installed to screen the chain link fencing.  Access to the tower would be from Route 136, which is immediately to the west.

The nearest residence is approximately 200 feet south of tower number 910.  Surrounding properties are well screened by mature trees.  The zoning of this site is AAA residential.  VoiceStream investigated using other structures along this transmission line, but found that extensive trenching for power and telephone access would be required, involving extensive clearing of vegetation.  Additionally, these alternatives would involve extensions on the structures to clear obstructions created by trees in the area.

To lessen visibility of the compound, Staff recommends VoiceStream submit plans for an architecturally treated wooden fence and for the placement of evergreens for screening around the outside of this fence.

The worst case radiofrequency power density for the telecommunications operations at this site has been calculated to be less than 6 percent of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

Electric power would be brought in underground from existing service on Route 136 for a distance of approximately 50 feet.  Telephone service would be provided via microwave from a site to be determined.
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